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Taking strides for Relay John Jay receives 
lawsuit 
from DOJ
Students talk international relations 
BY SABRINA SMITH
NEWS EDITOR
Last Th ursday, members of the 
department of communication 
studies hosted the 19th Annual 
Spring Speech Festival where stu-
dents demonstrated communi-
cative skills and displayed public 
speaking talents.
Th e annual festival provides an 
opportunity for students to demon-
strate academic excellence, develop 
ethical concepts and self-esteem, 
and promote eff ective speaking.
After 19 years in existence, the 
festival has grown to become a 
competitive means for students 
showcasing their speech and con-
versation on important topics.
According to Professor Susan 
Goldstein, who has directed the 
speech festival since 1992, the idea 
of the festival came about through 
the observation that students were 
only learning public speaking in 
the confi nes of the classroom.
 “We are such a diverse college, 
and the students take up the topics 
from their unique, cultural point of 
view,” said Goldstein. 
Th e student speakers present-
ed their seven-to-eight minute 
speeches on the platform of the 
relationship between China and 
the United States, taking diff erent 
perspectives on the future of the 
nations over the next fi ve years.
Student moderator and sopho-
more Jonathan Batista opened the 
event by introducing the main top-
ic, as well as the judges: Doup Lipp, 
executive producer of New Apple 
Music and Arts Productions and 
consultant to the Big Apple Film 
Festival, Professor Denise Patrick of 
the department of communication 
studies, and Abe Shainberg, lawyer 
and fi lm producer.
“Each speaker, including myself, 
has worked extremely hard prepar-
ing for today’s festival, so I’m sure 
you will enjoy it,” said Batista.
Junior Benjamin Cuozzo fo-
cused his talk on the failure of U.S. 
renewable energy programs and 
how that will aff ect U.S. and Chi-
nese relations in the year 2015. 
Cuozzo discussed the purposes 
that would aff ect this relationship, 
and emphasized the diff erence be-
tween communism and consumer-
ism on politics and people.
Junior Myroslava Fedoronchuk 
continued the discussion on the 
enforcement of intellectual proper-
ty rights and how that will help U.S. 
companies prosper in China. Fedo-
ronchuk also spoke about Chinese 
piracy of U.S. products such as the 
Apple iPod and other popular me-
diums of business from U.S. com-
panies.
“In order to improve and main-
tain a successful U.S./China rela-
tionship in the future, it is absolute-
ly necessary to have the IPR laws,” 
said Fedoronchuk. 
Sophomore Jonathan Felix used 
the symbolism of the American fl ag 
to address the key points in his dis-
cussion of the interdependence of 
China and the United States while 
discussing current issues like the 
recession and its existence due to 
bilateral trade with the Asian na-
tion.
“We, as a nation, need China,” 
said Felix. “However, dependency 





In addition to last year’s bed bug 
incident, John Jay now has to deal 
with another situation: accusations 
from the justice system. 
According to Th e New York 
Times, the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice fi led a lawsuit against the Col-
lege this month, which stated that 
the school engaged in a pattern of 
job discrimination against non-
citizens who were authorized to 
work.
A press release issued by the 
DOJ stated that John Jay fi red a 
lawfully permanent resident based 
upon her citizenship status after 
rejecting her valid work authoriza-
tion documents. Th e unidentifi ed 
female employee, who worked as 
a part-time computer lab assis-
tant, contacted the Offi  ce of Special 
Counsel for Immigration-Related 
Unfair Employment Practices in 
2008, after her termination from 
the position.
Th e Times reported that the Col-
lege violated the provisions of the 
immigration law by asking for extra 
work authorization from at least 
103 individuals since 2007, rather 
than accepting the work-eligibility 
documents required of citizens. 
According to the article, Ale-
jandro Miyar, a DOJ spokesman 
said “the Justice Department is 
committed to enforcing provi-
sions of the 1996 Immigration and 
Nationality Act that prohibit em-
ployers from imposing diff erent 
employment eligibility verifi cation 
standards on non-citizens than on 
citizens.” Th e law suit requests civil 
penalties of $1,100 for each indi-
vidual and compensation for those 
aff ected by the situation.
Christine Godek from the Offi  ce 
of Marketing and Development at 
John Jay declined to comment, but 
referred to a statement written by 
John Jay President Jeremy Travis  to 
respond to the allegations.
Th e recent news accounts have 
left the “erroneous impression that 
the college has engaged in wide-
spread discriminatory practices,” 
according to the statement adressed 
to the John Jay community.
“Th e college has acknowledged 
that the individual was improperly 
required to provide this extra work 
authorization documents and was 
improperly taken off  payroll,” said 
Travis. 
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Baruch exposes The Elephant 
Man.
Iceland’s volcano causes prob-
lems across Europe. 
SEE FESTIVAL PAGE  4 
Foursquare is the new social 
media trend. 
DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER 
 Stude tn s gather de a t 
Baruch on Frid ya  to fi hg t   
cancer as part o f Relay for 
Life.  See Page 4.
COMPILED BY SOPHIA KARATHANASIS
USG CORRESPONDENT
Th e Undergraduate Student Gov-
ernment passed a resolution that 
congratulated Fix Baruch for win-
ning this year’s election.
USG Chair of Finance Shabe 
Ahmed, announced that he has re-
ceived 46 club budgets and is in the 
process of contacting student orga-
nizations that failed in submitting 
proposals. 
Ahmed also confi rmed that the 
majority of student clubs and or-
ganizations can expect to receive 
double the amount in budget fund-
ing due  to the recent approval of 
the student activity fee referen-
dum. Fund distribution will also 
be geared towards student confer-
ences and competitions, according 
to Ahmed.     
Th e following amounts were allo-
cated from the USG surplus:
$1,500 towards agent com-• 
mission for CSA cultural 
event
$2,000 for the Baruch Bash • 
Annual Student Organiza-
tion Awards Gala
$2,000 for the USG tran-• 
sition event to turn over 
resources and provide a 
comprehensive for the in-
coming members of next 
year’s student govern-
ment.
$2,000 for a dinner to rec-• 
ognize the Class Represen-
tatives Committee
$3,000 for USG promotion-• 
al materials to be distribut-
ed during the Spring Fling
$20,000 for the Senior • 
Bash 
Treasurer Th abata Ribeiro con-
fi rmed the current budget fi gures, 
stating that a remaining money is 
expected to be included in next 
year’s budget for USG. 
COMPILED BY LILLIAN RIZZO
MANAGING EDITOR
MONDAY 4/26
Baruch School of Continuing and 
Professional Studies will be holding 
at 137 E. 22nd St. Building in Room 
101 from 6 to 8 p.m.
TUESDAY 4/27
Th e CUNY/IVE Leadership Pro-
gram is holding its second Leader-
ship Roundtable VC Room 2-130, 
from  6 to 8 p.m. To RSVP e-mail 
atorrentes@gmail.com or call 718-
368-6702. 
THURSDAY 4/29
Students can attend an informal 
lunch with Ben Corpus, vice presi-
dent for Student Aff airs, from 12 to 
1:30 p.m. in Room 765 of the East 
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Ca m p u s
B r i e f s
Photojournalists display works
Fellows named from CUNY
U S G  B r i e f s
BY DOVILAS BUKAUSKAS
OPINIONS EDITOR
Th e department of journalism 
and writing professions and  Dol-
lars & Sense magazine hosted “Th e 
Image-Makers” panel last Tuesday 
to showcase the work of three infl u-
ential photojournalists. 
Professor Fran Antmann of the 
department of fi ne and performing 
arts moderated the event, which 
was held in the Newman Confer-
ence Center. 
Journalism Professor Joshua 
Mills kicked off  the evening by talk-
ing about the magazine and its suc-
cess. 
Antmann stated that the   pre-
sentations were an informative 
means for people to “distinguish 
quality media from the fl ood of 
cheap content.”
Th e event featured the works of 
Yunghi Kim, Timothy Fadek and 
Ed Kashi, who all spoke about their 
pieces. 
Kim covered important and 
controversial topics like South Ko-
rean comfort women, the Rwandan 
genocide and the war in Afghani-
stan.
“My work is all about the sub-
ject,” she said.
Her pictures featured emotional 
and personal moments associ-
ated with the people whose lives 
she documented. Kim spoke about 
contemporary media and the dif-
fi culties of photojournalism, and 
stated that “photojournalists do 
not have the luxury of responding 
to stories.
“We have to be there as the news 
unfolds,” said Kim. “Anticipating 
situations is a skill in and of itself.” 
She also shared anecdotes about 
her travels and the diffi  cult predica-
ments her work has put her in, in-
cluding hostage situations.
Fadek is a photographer who 
has worked in many diff erent coun-
tries and has a great deal of wartime 
coverage to account for. His recent 
work in Haiti featured coverage of 
disaster relief eff orts, and he spoke 
about the diffi  culties professionals 
face in his fi eld. 
“We’re not robots,” he said.  “We 
get put into ethically and emotion-
ally diffi  cult situations sometimes.” 
Kashi  stressed the importance 
of multimedia as he presented vid-
eos that he put together for various 
organizations with his photography. 
His portfolio featured a diverse 
background that included report-
ing on the suff ering families of sol-
diers returning to the United States 
from the Middle East, and the eco-
nomic issues facing the Nigerian 
Delta region and their sometimes-
militant protests.
Kashi stated that he often looked 
to tell the story of the objectives that 
were not reported  by the media.
“[We] call it ‘multi-platform me-
dia,’ and it’s really important for the 
future of journalism,” said Kashi. 




On March 31, Southern Dis-
trict of New York Judge Th omas 
P. Griesa denied City College ad-
ministration and CUNY’s motion 
to dismiss a case brought against 
them by students at City College. 
Th e outcome of this case, Williams 
v. Williams 07 Civ. 119, means that 
the First Amendment issues raised 
by the plaintiff s will eventually be 
tried in court.
Students and alumni at City Col-
lege are accusing the College’s ad-
ministration of violating their First 
Amendment and associated rights 
due to an event that occurred four 
years ago.  On December 31, 2006, 
offi  cials removed a sign that dedi-
cated a room at the college to two 
former students, Guillermo Mo-
rales and Assata Shakur, who later 
became fugitives.
William Guillermo Morales led a 
student strike in 1969 that demand-
ed equal enrollment opportunities 
for black and Latino students. Af-
ter being sentenced to 89 years in 
prison in 1978 for making a bomb, 
Morales was wounded and escaped 
from Bellevue Hospital to Mexico. 
After fi ve years in prison in Mexico, 
he headed to Cuba and resided as a 
guest for President Fidel Castro.
Shakur, formally known as 
Joanne Chesimard, is a Black Pan-
ther activist who was convicted of 
murdering a state trooper after a 
shoot-out on the New Jersey Turn-
pike. She escaped her life sentence 
in 1979 and currently lives in Cuba.
Both former City College stu-
dents are still wanted by the FBI. 
Th e FBI has off ered a $1 million 
bounty for Shakur’s capture.
According to the case, the ad-
ministration’s decision to remove 
the sign was largely infl uenced by 
an editorial piece from Th e New 
York Daily News back in  2006. Th e 
Daily News reported in the editorial 
that “by letting the sign remain, the 
administration sanctions a shrine 
to killers.”
Th e story sparked media atten-
tion and prompted CUNY Chancel-
lor Matthew Goldstein to have the 
sign removed. Th e administration’s 
selective decision to remove a sign 
under public pressure is one of the 
complaints lodged by the CCNY 
students and alumni.
Th e plaintiff s also stated that the 
school violated their right to asso-
ciation when it deployed security 
guards at a related student meet-
ing. Th e security guards allowed up 
to only 20 people to attend a meet-
ing held in a room that could legally 
accommodate 58. 
“I think there is a problem in 
terms of the school taking down 
signs in terms of the rules they en-
force and what they do and don’t al-
low people to name,” said Professor 
Ruthann Robson, a faculty expert at 
the CUNY School of Law. “I think it 
might have a lot of facts about what 
the actual school’s practices were 
and what happened; those facts 
have to come before the court.”
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Timothy Fadek speaks about his experience of covering the earthquake in Haiti.
Students at CCNY fi ght 
back with school adminBY SABRINA SMITH
NEWS EDITOR
CUNY continues to recognize 
its faculty for their professional and 
academic achievements.
For this year, the Guggenheim 
Fellowships were given to three 
professors: Kimiko Hahn from 
Queens College, Colum McCann at 
Hunter College; and Joshua Brown 
at the CUNY Graduate Center.
Last Tuesday, the Board of Trust-
ees for the foundation approved the 
winners for the awards.
“Th e Guggenheim is an enor-
mous honor,” said McCann. “I was 
fl attered and humbled to be among 
the list of recipients.”
“It’s a tribute to the college and 
to the CUNY system that we have 
so many scholars who continue to 
work in the classroom.”
According to the John Simon 
Guggenheim Memorial Founda-
tion, the fellowships are intended 
for men and women who have al-
ready demonstrated exceptional 
capacity for productive scholarship 
or exceptional creative ability in the 
arts.
Th e fellowships are given 
through two annual competi-
tions.  One is open to citizens and 
residents of the United States and 
Canada, while the second is open 
to citizens of Latin America and the 
Caribbean.
During the selection process, 
applicants are chosen through a 
pool of experts and artists in the 
fi eld, and the foundation provides a 
network of advisers for review.  Th e 
Committee of Selection forwards 
its selections to the Board of Trust-
ees  for fi nal approval.
According to Brown, candidates 
applying for the fellowship pro-
posed a project that the grant will 
help to cover, and applicants send 
detailed descriptions of their ca-
reers, along with samples of their 
work.
“I received a grant for studies on 
the visual culture of the American 
Civil War, which is a United States 
history book project that I plan to 
work on,” said Brown.  
Hahn is the author of several 
collections of poems and has dem-
onstrated her skill in fi lm alike. 
According to a news release from 
Queens College, President James 
Muyskens “adds more luster to her 
title as distinguished professor.”
“I have no doubt that there are 
some students in my classes right 
now who will one day step up and 
become Guggenheim fellows,” said 
McCann.
Brown bases his work in new 
media and has works produced in 
documentaries and visual projects.  
   McCann has taught in Hunter 
College’s MFA Creative Writing 
program for almost fi ve years, and 
is the author of two short-story col-
lections and fi ve previous novels.
According to Empire State News, 
Chancellor Matthew Goldstein 
stated, “Th e Guggenheim Fellow-
ships are prominent recognitions 
of Professors Hahn, McCann, and 
Brown’s incandescent careers in 
poetry, fi ction writing and histori-
cal documentation, their enduring 
dedication to CUNY’s students, and 
the extraordinary caliber of our fac-
ulty.”
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is a two way street because China’s 
economic stability is also depen-
dent on America’s markets.”
Junior Sharon Wong spoke 
about how the environment infl u-
ences relations between the two 
countries. She opened her speech 
with an anecdote of her family in 
China and her interest in the en-
vironment. She also discussed the 
benefi ts of a carbon cap and a trad-
ing system to create incentives for 
clean energy, effi  ciency and con-
servation.
Junior Herbert Zea talked about 
the reluctance of U.S. information 
providers to compete in the Chi-
nese market and the challenges 
that information provider compa-
nies are facing in China.
Freshman Michael Senders 
gave an informative talk about the 
American-Chinese symbiosis and 
its signifi cance for the economic 
culture between the two nations, 
emphasizing how both the United 
States and China, being superpow-
ers, need to continue positive part-
nership.
Th e moderator concluded the 
speeches with his own discussion 
of the “fi ght” and “need for blood” 
that the U.S. and Chinese industry 
need for continued growth and af-
fi liation.
Following the speeches were 
conducted, Patrick announced the 
winners of the event. Felix took 
third place, Fedoronchuk took sec-
ond and Senders received fi rst.
“I think that from a classroom 
perspective, it’s nice to learn out-
side the classroom and to have the 
experience when you have a diff er-
ent audience,” said Patrick. 
“It gives you a live experience 
and dealing with the challenges that 
occur outside of the classroom.”
BY SOPHIA KARATHANASIS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Th e School of Public of Aff airs 
hosted the concluding event of the 
Perspective on Immigration Lec-
ture Series on Monday.
Th e event focused on the dy-
namics of immigration and union-
ization on labor markets for low-
skilled occupations and was geared 
towards the interest of faculty.
According to Professor Jonathan 
Engel, this year’s series was a “pilot 
experiment” to see whether the in-
terest is creating a more permanent 
center or institute at Baruch for the 
study of immigration and its ef-
fects.
“Th e genesis of the idea was dis-
cussion between Deans Peck and 
Birdsell about taking advantage 
of the plethora of expertise on the 
Weissman and SPA faculties re-
garding immigration issues,” said 
Engel.  
Despite the small number of at-
tendees, Engel said, “We are very 
pleased with the response this year, 
and are beginning to plan follow-
up events for next year.”
Shoba Nair, an adjunct faculty 
member of SPA, presented research 
fi ndings that analyzed the impact-
ing factors of unionization, occupa-
tional characteristics and immigra-
tion status on wages in the United 
States, with a demographic focus 
on undocumented workers placed 
in low skilled occupations.
To assist her conducted re-
search, Nair referenced several 
studies of government data re-
ported by the Pew Hispanic Center, 
which reports the growing impact 
of the Latino immigrant population 
on the current state of the nation.
Analytical investigations con-
ducted by the center showed char-
acteristics of the demographic 
noted by low incomes and poverty, 
and associated with occupational 
mobility in low skilled sectors such 
as agriculture and commercial con-
struction.
“Th e likelihood of children be-
ing poor amongst immigrants is 
twice that of people who are in poor 
households in the U.S.,” said Nair. 
“We typically assume that people 
increase their earnings the longer 
they are in the United States but 
that has not been found to be true 
amongst this immigrant group.”  
In an attempt to address mis-
conceptions associated with un-
documented workers, Nair spoke 
about a 1995 Urban Institute study 
that countered any perceived nega-
tive economic eff ects resulting from 
immigration.
“Th e results of the study found 
that this group contributes little 
negative fi scal impact on society,” 
said Nair. 
“Th ese fi ndings clash with the 
current political debate that seems 
to focus on their harm in society 
and the perception that they are 
taking jobs from natural citizens 
and causing a downward pressure 
on wages.”
Nair also focused on the inter-
acting relationship between labor 
market structures and the earning 
potential of undocumented work-
ers.
“I looked at 10 years of labor 
market characteristics and what 
seems to be happening is that if 
you are poor and in a low-skilled 
occupation you really are not able 
to get any mobility out of that occu-
pation,” she said.
Although Nair acknowledged 
the presence of unions as “instru-
mental in combating wage stagna-
tion and other negative byproducts 
of low-skilled occupations,” she 
also stated that trepidation among 
workers in terms of illegal citizen-
ship hinders many from seeking 
help.
“Most of them live in the shad-
ows; they are afraid to come out 
and say that they have been hurt on 
the job because they are afraid of 
being deported,” said Nair.
Festival shows 
student talent Immigration issues are addressed
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
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Faculty from the School of Public Aff airs gather to hear Shoba Nair’s research and insight on immigration. 
BY LILLIAN RIZZO AND SABRINA SMITH
MANAGING EDITOR AND NEWS EDITOR 
Afer a few months of raising money for 
the American Cancer Society, Baruch and 
Hunter Colleges joined together on Friday at 
Relay For Life, which was held in the Verical 
Campus to culminate the fundraising event. 
Consisting of 86 smaller teams made up 
by members of diff erent organizations at 
the two schools, the CUNY Manhattan team 
raised approximately $60,000 in the online 
portion of fundraising alone. 
Clubs, fraternities and sororities hosted 
various activities and games, like a marsh-
mallow catapult, and sold food to continue 
raising funds throughout the night. At the 
close of the event, Relay for Life Co-Chairs 
Justin Demafelis and Yelena Khvatskaya an-
nounced that the team had raised $71,000, 
almost the same amount they raised last 
year.
According to Director of Student Life 
Carl Aylman, who also helped organized the 
event, the Relay for Life committee decided 
to charge more for food this year, instead of 
giving away the majority for free, as had been 
done in previous years. 
For the fi rst time, participants were also 
required to raise at least $50 to receive a T-
shirt, refl ecting rising costs and a harsh eco-
nomic climate. 
Most attendees continued to dip into their 
pockets though, paying $3 for an all-you-can-
eat buff et and buying other people in the 
auction that has become a staple of the event. 
Students also placed bids to pie volunteers, 
like USG President-elect Ben Guttmann in 
the face. 
Lambda Phi Epsilon was the top fundrais-
ing club from Baruch, collecting $6,851, ac-
cording to the Relay for Life website on Fri-
day.
Alan Chan, a member of the team, spoke 
about his reasons for devoting his time and 
money to the cause. 
“Th is past October I found out that my dad 
had lung cancer,” said the junior. “Th is year is 
special to me, so that is why I am here.”
Relay for Life was an emotional experi-
ence for many of the night’s attendees. Senior 
Jennifer Moy, a member of the Baruch City 
Advertising Society, said this was her fi rst 
year attending the event and the experience 
hit home for her personally.
Both Moy’s aunt and grandfather were di-
agnosed with cancer and she stressed the im-
portance of participating for a good cause. 
Many more people aff ected by the disease 
shared their experiences on stage during the 
luminaria ceremony, which featured small, 
lighted bags that were supposed to honor 
and remember victims who had passed away 
from cancer. 
Th e event, which ended at 6 a.m. was 
well-attended and stayed full for most of the 
night. Many students said that this was the 
largest turnout they had seen in recent years, 
but this has not yet been confi rmed by Relay 
for Life offi  cials. 
Relay for Life successful again 
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Attendees of Friday’s Relay for Life event listened solemnly as survivors and people aff ected by cancer shared their stories. 
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A week before this year’s Relay for Life event, the amount 
of money raised online by the CUNY Manhattan team was 
signifi cantly lower than it was last year. With only a little over 
$50,000 raised, Relay for Life coordinators were concerned that 
the event was not making enough progress.
Somehow, the school was able to miraculously turn the 
situation around, raising over $60,000 in online donations by 
Friday night, and a total of $71,000 by the end of the event.  
According to Carl Aylman, director of the Offi  ce of Student 
Life, the problem was that most teams were not raising the 
suggested amount of an average $100 per person. Many of 
the participants who registered online were students seeking 
community service hours, who generally did not donate more 
than the minimum required amount of $10. 
But in managing to come through, Baruch showed solidar-
ity in supporting such an important cause. Relay for Life has 
been the biggest fundraising campaign at the college for a long 
time, and the sudden surge in donations show that making a 
contribution to cancer research is still a priority for students. 
According to many attendees of Friday’s event, this was the 
best turnout they had seen in recent years. 
Th is year was a year of giving for the Baruch community, 
as students and faculty came together several times to raise 
funds for important issues, like relief eff orts in Haiti, which 
was devastated by an earthquake in January. Th ough Relay 
offi  cials had to increase the prices of food items sold at the 
event this year, participants still kept the cause in mind and 
gave willingly.
Th e fact that we were able to dig into our pockets once again 
to make Relay a success is indicative of the kind of community 
that exists at Baruch. Th rough their actions, the faculty and 
students have displayed enormous generosity and compas-
sion for others.
We congratulate the school on a job well done, and encour-
age those who did not take part this year not to miss the next 
opportunity.
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As the main news source for the undergraduate student 
body at Baruch, Th e Ticker is responsible for covering anything 
occuring on or off  campus that is relevant and has an impact 
on our readers. Realizing this responsibility, Th e Ticker holds 
no bias and simply reports the facts in all its coverage of Ba-
ruch news.
We understand that it is our job as journalists and Baruch 
watchdogs to tell the story and allow the reader to make up 
their own mind after receiving the facts.
Th e articles covered in the News section span events, from 
those that take place among clubs and organizations on campus 
to larger national issues that aff ect education and the experi-
ence students have at the college. All stories aim to present a 
fair, accurate representation of the facts.
Our Sports coverage also attempts to be entirely unbiased 
when it reports game highlights, relating the victories and 
defeats of both teams and individual players. 
Th e Business section features many articles on business 
speakers that come to Baruch to impart their wisdom on our 
future tycoons, as well as numerous articles that help our stu-
dents answer questions that are relevant to the advancement 
of their career.
Our Features section relates issues that are of importance to 
college students at Baruch, nationally and even globally, while 
our Science coverage informs readers of new discoveries in 
technology, the environment and scientifi c breakthroughs. 
In addition, in our coverage of the Arts in New York City, 
our contributors write numerous reviews and, like all reviews, 
these are the opinion of those who see the play or listen to the 
album. While their views may not be the same as every reader, 
our Arts writers are well-versed in the various aspects of New 
York City culture and still strive to write unbiased pieces that 
are of importance to Baruch students.
Our Opinions section is strictly the Baruch student’s voice, 
which tells how students feel about various occurences within 
the Baruch community, national concerns and more. 
Th e Ticker staff  also writes editorials, where we give our 
insight and opinions on issues we feel are crucial for Baruch 
students and administration to be aware of, while always back-
ing up our claims with research and facts.
We know that news coverage of all media outlets is often 
questioned based on bias. Th is editorial serves as our attempt 
to be completely transparent in our method and coverage. 
Ticker Coverage
New Baruch Alliance’s USG legacy
Although we might not be building 
a swimming pool on the roof of the Ver-
tical Campus or having Jay-Z at Mason 
Hall, the student life landscape at Ba-
ruch is still about to be revolutionized. 
After two failed attempts by past Under-
graduate Student Government admin-
istrations, the students of Baruch voted, 
and the student activity fee referendum 
passed during the USG elections two 
weeks ago. Th is referendum raises the 
student budget to $2.5 million. 
While we’ll probably wait on hiring 
those cabana girls for our rooftop sun-
deck, there are many other things we 
can start doing.  
A brand new programming board 
was established on campus with a 
$200,000 budget. Baruch College is 
joining the ranks of colleges across the 
nation that pride themselves on their 
vibrant social atmospheres, owing in 
part to events put on by their program-
ming boards. 
Th is board would be responsible 
for hosting concerts with A-list artists, 
throwing huge theme parties in the 
Multipurpose Room, funding profes-
sional events, cultural shows, ski trips, 
and other amazing experiences that en-
hance the college atmosphere.
Our health center serves thousands 
of students each semester, but rising 
costs placed it in danger of closing. Th e 
referendum eff ectively made the center 
fi nancially stable for the next fi ve years. 
Athletes are able to get their physicals 
completed; students without health 
care are able to receive primary care; 
disease-prone individuals can get their 
fl u shots during fl u season. We were 
even able to provide H1N1 shots earlier 
this year when many other locations in 
the city could not. 
Clubs and organizations are the 
clear winners with the new allocations. 
Th ey now have approximately $300,000 
to use, a 100 percent increase from their 
previous budget pools. Our accounting 
clubs can now attend regional and na-
tional conferences in greater numbers, 
which allows our students to get the pro-
fessional development that companies 
look for. Th e Debate Team, Ping-Pong 
Team, Baruch Marketing Association 
and other teams use greater resources 
to compete against our rival colleges 
and bring home top honors. Cultural 
and ethnic clubs can host events of the 
caliber and frequency that they have al-
ways desired. Every Baruch student will 
benefi t from such student engagement, 
directly and indirectly.
Funding increases also went to our 
Bearcat teams. Th e additional resources 
will help our teams rise in the NCAA Di-
vision III ranks. Th ey can compete with 
more colleges and continue the record 
our men’s volleyball team began by 
beating Santa Cruz and Division I Har-
vard University. We can continue to take 
the CUNYAC Tournament Champion-
ships, as our women’s basketball team 
did this year. Our athletic teams play a 
huge role in school spirit and pride. Th e 
Battle of Lexington is just one example 
of how crazy Baruch can get when we 
support our Bearcats.  
Th e New Baruch Alliance student 
government will not only leave $700,000 
in new money, but hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in our surplus account 
due to savings from our current budgets. 
Unlike the claims you may have heard 
during the campaign season, we’re far 
from a “defi cit” scenario. A new six-fi g-
ure programming board, a fi nancially 
stable Health Center, a 100 percent in-
crease for clubs and organizations bud-
gets, and increases in funding in almost 
all student activity categories across the 
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Welfare is an incredibly touchy 
subject, but one that has been left 
un-addressed for far too long. There 
are those who are genuinely in need 
but just like cultural stereotypes, the 
abuse of welfare gives those who 
are genuinely in need of it a bad 
name. This country has 4.1 million 
people on welfare as of October 
2009, according to USA Today. That 
number is astronomical.
Kyle Krannebitter, who writes 
for a popular website called 
searchwarp.com, says of welfare; 
“Unfortunately, it has now become 
a way of life for many. Many argue 
that welfare is now destroying our 
culture and creating dependent 
people who learned to abuse 
privileges that come with living in 
America.” 
This is very true. There is 
no reason why people who use 
governmental aid are driving 
around in new Cadillacs with 22 
inched rims while other families 
on welfare barely make enough to 
buy milk for the week.
If the U.S. government could 
develop a system that monitors 
every person’s acceptance criteria 
for welfare, more aid would go to 
those who are genuinely in need.
There should be a system in 
which the people who are on 
welfare who can still work can easily 
see what jobs they qualify for. They 
could then submit applications so 
they can get jobs and eventually 
eliminate their need for welfare. 
If they are able to work and 
still do not take advantage of this 
generous system, their aid should 
be cut off immediately. This is not 
cruel or insensitive. This is life.
What about motivating people 
by regulating taxes? People who 
accept welfare and don’t work 
while receiving its benefits should 
pay higher taxes, or receive lower 
benefits, to reflect the effort they 
are putting into improving their 
situation. The more they work to 
turn themselves around, the more 
aid they would receive. 
However, this would be very 
difficult. The number of people who 
abuse this system is extremely high. 
How could the government track 
down and find those who are not 
in need? Maybe there needs to be 
a single, standardized registration 
system where every shred of 
information needs to be given up, 
like when signing up for insurance. 
As it stands, different states have 
their own standards.
It sounds harsh, but as the 
national debt climbs past the trillion 
mark, this nation can’t spend so 
much money on unnecessary 
systems that help people who 
are the victims of their own lazy 
spirits. Aid to those who deserve it 
is severely crippled by people taking 
it out of greed or laziness. 
If taxpayers ever found out just 
how many people were abusing this 
aid system, there would be a definite 
uproar. As a taxpayer, I think that 
a change is in order. I don’t want 
to pay for personal luxuries when 




U.S. welfare programs have to be reformed.
Ever since he began his cam-
paign, Barack Obama has been 
pushing the idea of reforming the 
American health care system. If he 
were successful, the new universal 
health care system “would extend 
coverage to 31 million Americans 
who are currently uninsured.” 
Th e incredible proposal has 
been met with a considerable 
amount of resistance from Demo-
crats and Republicans alike. 
While the idea of every Ameri-
can having health care coverage 
sounds appealing, one must con-
sider the critiques of the health 
care system, the fi nancial position 
of our federal government, and 
their ability to take on such an ex-
pensive project.
Th e current health care system 
has proven to be susceptible to 
fraud, corruption and budget woes. 
In December of 2009, “federal 
agents arrested 26 suspects in three 
states…, including a doctor and 
nurses, in a crackdown on Medi-
care fraud totaling $61 million.” 
Right now, Medicare and Med-
icaid primarily cover senior citi-
zens and low-income families, re-
spectively. Extending the coverage 
to include an additional 31 million 
people will provide additional mo-
tivation for fraudulent activity. 
Also, this crackdown accounts 
for only three states. If we include 
the remaining 47 states, and as-
sume fraudulent behavior there as 
well, the estimated losses due to 
fraud could be close to $1 billion. 
State governments, which are 
already complaining of insuffi  cient 
funding for such programs, will be 
exposed to a higher risk of fraud. 
Th is could mean higher taxes as the 
government attempts to close the 
budget gap.
Another factor is the cost of the 
president’s top legislative priority 
to the people and the economy. Th e 
reformative measure is projected to 
cost approximately $950 billion over 
10 years. Considering the amount 
of money already spent to bail out 
the U.S. economy and anticipated 
expenditures by the federal gov-
ernment, the additional cost from 
the health care bill will only drive 
the defi cit higher. Although the 
“federal administration estimates 
that its plan will reduce the federal 
defi cit by $100 billion over the next 
10 years … by cutting spending and 
reigning in waste and fraud,” it still 
leaves $850 billion that has to be 
made up by the population. 
Let’s face it: the government 
only has two tools at its disposal to 
cover the cost of this project. Th e 
fi rst is raising taxes and the second 
is drastic cuts in spending for other 
programs. Th e result is that the gen-
eral population loses either dispos-
able income, which will slow the 
already sluggish economy, or the 
utility that they receive from other 
federally funded programs.
By trying a “legislative maneu-
ver known as ‘reconciliation’ to 
pass the bill through the Senate on 
a simple majority vote,” Obama is 
standing in the way of real issues 
being addressed. 
Th e proposed bill does not des-
ignate where the spending cuts will 
take place, nor does it describe how 
it will reign in fraudulent activity. 
We should explore more options, 
like making smaller changes that 
have a considerably lower fi nancial 
obligation. For example, increasing 
the income level at which people 
can qualify for Medicaid, or better 
measures to prevent and restrict 
fraud. 
As the saying goes, “You have to 
learn to walk before you can run.” 
Th e government needs to fi x the 
current problems in health care be-
fore being able to make the large-




It’s too early for health reform
Last year’s U.N. Climate Change 
Conference in Copenhagen al-
lowed participating countries to 
decide their own greenhouse emis-
sion reduction goals for 2020. With 
no legally binding ties, there is no 
urgency for these countries to take 
action quickly. 
Although they left many issues 
unresolved, industrialized nations 
agreed to give $100 billion in aid to 
poorer nations and to implement 
measures to reduce greenhouse 
gases by 2020 and reduce defores-
tation, particularly in heavily-for-
ested parts of Latin American and 
Asia.
Th e European Union proposed 
cutting its emissions by 20 percent 
of 1999’s levels, and off ered to in-
crease their cuts to 30 percent, pro-
vided other major emitters made 
similar eff orts. Th e United States 
promised to reduce emissions by 
17 percent by 2020. 
China did little to set reduction 
goals: they believed developing 
nations should not be forced to 
take part in this international pact. 
However, China is one of the most 
quickly developing nations and, as 
a result, is a big emitter. 
In 2007, a study done by the 
Netherlands Environmental As-
sessment Agency indicated that 
China’s greenhouse gas emissions 
for 2006 had exceeded those of the 
United States for the fi rst time. Th ey 
should certainly be doing more to 
curb their energy use.
Whether the goals set in Copen-
hagen will be followed has yet to be 
seen. But so far, countries like Den-
mark have been showing tremen-
dous progress with their commit-
ment to wind power and their new 
waste-to-energy technologies.
Solar energy is slowly advanc-
ing in the United States as more 
and more homes are being built 
according to energy sustainability 
standards. California is one of the 
leaders in solar power.
However, according to a new 
report from Solar Energy Indus-
tries Association, solar power ac-
counts for less than one percent of 
the electricity supply in the United 
States, which ranked fourth in so-
lar-electric installations last year, 
after Germany, Italy, and Japan.
It’s not all bad news. Recently, 
the industry has benefi ted from 
substantial new federal incentives 
aimed at helping homeowners, 
businesses and utilities aff ord so-
lar energy. Th e American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 set 
aside $61.3 billion for energy effi  -
ciency and renewable energy pro-
grams.
Th e American Wind Energy As-
sociation released its annual report 
this year, showing the installation 
of more than 10,000 megawatts of 
wind power capability. Th is raises 
the total capacity to over 35,000 
megawatts, which is about 1.8 per-
cent of all electricity generated in 
the country. 
Manufacturing of wind turbines 
is also improving — the industry 
now supports about 85,000 U.S. 
jobs in more than 200 facilities.
Although wind power is picking 
up steam in the United States, it has 
yet to match the kind of eff orts being 
made in countries like Denmark. 
Th ey get more than 19 percent of 
their electricity from wind power. 
Not only are they dominating that 
sector, but their carbon emissions 
are also down 13.3 percent from 
1990 levels while their total energy 
consumption has barely moved.
One of the reasons Denmark 
dominates wind energy is because 
the politicians and the public de-
cided that they wanted Denmark 
to lead the sustainability eff ort, and 
they followed through after the ‘70s 
oil crisis. From then on, the govern-
ment has set up a program of sub-
sidies and loan guarantees to build 
up its wind industry.  
One of the most fascinating 
recent innovations is Denmark’s 
newly-installed plant in Horsh-
olm, Denmark, which uses new 
technology to convert trash into 
energy more cleanly. Unlike most 
incinerators, this new type of plant 
converts local trash into heat and 
electricity. Th is is something that 
should be explored in the United 
States as well — or at least in NYC.
Under President Barack Obama, 
energy sustainability is moving 
along, but at a slow rate. 
Th e United States currently has 
renewable energy portfolio stan-
dards for 29 states, but without fed-
eral standards requiring utilities to 
bring in more power from the wind 
or the sun, it will not be enough to 
cut emissions. Th e United States 
needs to move quickly if it wants 
to cut its energy costs and adhere 
to the promised CO2 reduction for 
2020. 
Currently, the Senate plans to 
unveil a climate bill on April 26, 
which is supposed to curb green-
house gases across multiple eco-
nomic sectors, reducing total emis-
sions by 17 percent below 2005 
levels by 2020. Power plant emis-
sions would be regulated in 2012, 
with other major industrial sources 
being phased in come 2016. 
How many concessions this will 
have for major industries, how the 
cap-and-trade will function, and 
how they plan to pass this with a 




U.S. green energy is lagging behind
I am a senior planning to gradu-
ate in December with a major in ac-
counting, with a concentration in 
internal auditing.
On April 13, I registered for my 
summer courses, and at the same 
time decided to see which profes-
sors were going to be teaching in-
ternal auditing courses in the fall. 
Th ese would be accounting 4360 
and 4361. 
I noticed that those classes were 
no longer off ered. I thought that per-
haps they were simply re-classifi ed 
or re-named, like what happened to 
Tax 3300, and decided to drop by the 
Academic Advisement Offi  ce to see 
what these courses were renamed to 
so I could take them in the fall.
On April 15, I went to the Center 
for Academic Advisement and spoke 
to Ms. Brown. She informed me that, 
as of the fall semester, internal audit-
ing courses were no longer being of-
fered at Baruch College, at all, ever. 
I was told that the last time that 
any internal auditing course was of-
fered was in the summer of 2010, and 
only the Accounting 3161 course was 
being off ered, not 3060. I asked her 
when this decision was made, and 
she said that no one in Academic 
Advisement had been informed of 
this change until a week before this 
year’s spring break. 
To say the least, I was shocked. I 
was depending on these two courses 
to fi nish my coursework and gradu-
ate.
She advised me to go to the Zick-
lin School and talk to someone there. 
I went there right away and spoke to 
one of the secretaries, and she ba-
sically told me the same thing: the 
courses were no longer off ered, but 
I could still take Accounting 5400, 
which is External Auditing. 
I went back down to Brown, and 
she advised me that I should talk to 
the college ombudsman and explain 
the situation and see what I could 
do. 
Th e ombudsman is Professor 
Mindy Engle-Friedman from the 
psychology department. I went to 
talk to Engle-Friedman, but she told 
me she could not talk to me because 
she had a meeting to go to. 
She advised me to talk to her as-
sistant, Glenda Hydler, an adminis-
trator in the Journalism Department, 
and tell her what the problem is so 
that she could start to solve it. 
Hydler was not there, but a stu-
dent who I guess is her assistant was 
kind enough to advise me that she 
would be available to talk to on Fri-
day, April 16 at 10 a.m.
I found a notice about some of 
these changes on Zicklin’s website. 
Although it did say that internal au-
diting will no longer be off ered as 
a separate track, it also specifi cally 
stated that the courses required to 
fi nish the track would still be of-
fered.
I also contacted Professor Glen 
Petersen, chair of the Department 
of Sociology & Anthropology, who 
has helped me in the past with other 
matters.  He contacted the associate 
dean of the Zicklin, and he invited 
me to speak to him about my future 
prospects.
I believe there are many other 
students right now in the same po-
sition as I am. I have met at least one. 
Th ey may not know that this change 
has already happened, and may be 
counting on classes for this fall that 
no longer exist.  
Hopefully, knowledge of this 
will spread and, for the good of the 
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Recently, two Zicklin School of 
Business professors analyzed the 
various fi nancial crises taking place 
globally and questioned the eff ect 
of diversifi cation across countries. 
Since 2008, Iceland collapsed, 
Greece neared a similar situation 
after its fi scal budget defi cit surged 
to over 12 percent of GDP, and 
Dubai’s investment vehicle, Dubai 
World, asked a number of creditors 
for an extension on their debt pay-
ments for 6 months.
According to an article pub-
lished by BBC News Online in 2008, 
Iceland became the fi rst industrial-
ized country to request assistance 
from the International Monetary 
Fund in over 30 years.
Linda Allen, presidential profes-
sor of fi nance at Zicklin and a risk 
management expert, believes that 
“Iceland’s problems were tied to 
the global fi nancial crisis.” 
Professor Craig Brown believes 
the Iceland crisis could have been 
foreseen since its fi nancial sec-
tor expanded to a point where it 
became larger than its last-resort 
lender. 
Th e collapse of three major 
banks in Iceland led to the nation’s 
collapse and households saw pay-
ments on loans increase by up to 50 
percent, according to BBC News.
On the other hand, Greece faced 
a similar problem, fi nding it hard-
er to borrow as its budget defi cit 
increased. 
 “Greece now is an old fash-
ioned poor fi scal management 
situation; the government spent 
too much, brought in too little rev-
enue and just mismanaged its fi scal 
situation,” said Brown.
Allen believes that “Greece was 
as a result of heavy social welfare 
obligations not funded by econom-
ic growth.”
Since its initial problems, Greece 
has been able to successfully raise 
money through debt in capital mar-
kets and is slowly recuperating.
When it comes to Dubai World, 
Allen believes that the entity just 
took on more debt than it was able 
to handle. “Dubai [World] was a 
standard case of over leverage.” 
Brown explained that inves-
tors worried about whether Dubai 
World would meet its obligations 
and as Abu Dhabi stepped in to 
back the fi rm, the fi rm’s situation 
improved.
“[Abu Dhabi] provided some li-
quidity that allowed Dubai World 
to sustain its interest payments,” 
said Brown.
Th e professor drew the distinc-
tions between the three diff erent 
situations faced by Dubai World, 
Iceland and Greece.
“Dubai’s situation is unique in 
the sense that it involved investors 
and a company and a sovereign 
state but at the end of the day the 
sovereign state was not on the hook 
for the debt and was helped by an-
other sovereign state,” said Brown, 
further adding that, “Th e Icelandic 
banks defi nitely took on a lot of le-
verage, they were competing with 
big banks in other countries […] 
and Greece just mismanaged its fi s-
cal situation.”
Seeing countries face fi nan-
cial distress raises the question 
of whether diversifi cation across 
countries still exist, even though 
countries seem to be aff ected when 
a global slump is taking place. 
Th e professors believe that the 
principles of diversifi cation still ap-
ply during global slowdowns. 
“In times of crisis all correla-
tions go to 1 and there is no place to 
run and hide,” said Allen. However, 
diversifi cation will still be eff ective.
Brown, whose areas of exper-
tise include 
international 
fi nance, said, 
“It’s still some-
thing that 
you want to 
achieve, it’s 
something that 
you should do 
with your as-
set allocation 
plan but you 
have to keep 
in mind that 
when things 
are really, real-
ly bad, all asset 
classes tend to 
be highly cor-
related when 




added that “[…] it’s not going to 
protect you in every case but when 
you think of normal times it pro-
vides you with a reduction in risk.”
Business students breaking into 
their careers cannot isolate them-
selves from the crisis that takes 
place worldwide during a given ma-
jor economic downturn, since they 
might be aff ected, even indirectly, 
while being part of the workforce.
When faced with such adverse 
situations, Brown believes that a 
certain level of questioning is in or-











“For your development and […] 
for the economy is more helpful 
than a situation where you’re just 
blindly following the herd,” said 
Brown.
Allen, who is writing a third edi-
tion of her book on credit risk man-
agement measurement, concurred 
with Brown on the importance of 
preparation and asking questions. 
“You have got to be able do your 
own due diligence and you have 
to got be able to do your own risk 
measurement and you have got to 
be able to ask hard questions,” said 
Allen.
Th e professor, who has also 
taught at New York University’s 
Stern School of Business, further 
added, “If you are very careful get-
ting the information you need to 
assess the risk and return tradeoff  
then you’re not going to be caught 
unaware. Will you make mistakes? 
Will you lose money? Of course we 
know that hindsight is more accu-
rate than foresight that is the way 
markets work, but you won’t be 
caught completely without having 
done your homework.”
Brown stressed the basics when 
providing a recommendation to 
students. 
“Try not to be caught up in the 
new thing. Have a good sense of the 
fundamentals.”
Business
Lessons from financial mess
LUIS SUED I THE TICKER
Presidential  Professor of Finance Linda Allen.
THE TICKER BUSINESS I PAGE 9APRIL 26, 2010
BY YUEQIN WANG
CDC CORRESPONDENT
As of August 1, 2009, New 
York State increased the educa-
tional requirement for the Certi-
fi ed Public Accountants licensure 
from 120 to 150 credits. To meet 
this requirement, the Zicklin 
School of Business recommends 
that students pursue one of the 
following three degrees: a Master 
of Science in accountancy, a Mas-
ter of Business Administration 
with a major in accountancy or a 
master’s in taxation.
Both the master’s in accoun-
tancy as well as the MBA in ac-
countancy degrees prepare 
students with similar business 
coursework. Under both pro-
grams, students are required to 
take courses in the areas of fi nan-
cial accounting, managerial ac-
counting, auditing and taxation. 
Th e master’s in taxation, how-
ever, is more specialized. Th e 
coursework consists of 10 tax 
courses.
When choosing between the 
master’s in accountancy and the 
MBA in accountancy, students 
might consider which program 
would be more benefi cial for 
them, in terms of its preliminary 
requirements, structures, dura-
tion and costs.
During a recent interview, Pro-
fessor Masako Darrough, chair 
of the Stan Ross Department of 
Accountancy, pointed out that 
the “4 + 1” bachelor’s/master’s 
CPA program, also known as the 
“fi ve-year program,” is specially 
designed for current undergradu-
ate Baruch business majors who 
plan to pursue the CPA licensure. 
It is highly recommended be-
cause many of the courses taken 
at the undergraduate level could 
be used to waive up to 13 courses 
(equivalent to 42 credits) towards 
a master’s in accountancy. As 
fewer credits are left, tuition costs 
are minimized. With this fi ve-
year program, students shorten 
the duration of graduate school 
from its normal two-year period 
to one year, which usually takes 
about two semesters and a sum-
mer session.
On the other hand, for stu-
dents who earn a Bachelor of 
Arts or a Bachelor of Science de-
gree and intend to pursue a CPA 
license, the MBA program with a 
major in accounting might be a 
more feasible option. 
Th e structure of the MBA pro-
gram with a concentration in ac-
counting consists of a core cur-
riculum that includes a variety of 
business-related courses and a 
focus on the accounting courses 
required to sit for the CPA exam. 
Th erefore, for undergraduate ac-
counting majors, the MBA pro-
gram would not be as effi  cient 
since many of the graduate-level 
courses would be repetitive. Also, 
the MBA degree is generally more 
costly than the master’s. 
At Baruch there is about a 30 
percent diff erence in costs. In ad-
dition, the duration of the MBA 
program is longer than the MS 
in accountancy program due to 
a more varied course load. Th e 
MBA program with an account-
ing major is best for students with 
non-business majors who intend 
to pursue a CPA license.
In order to apply to either pro-
gram, students should be aware 
of the diff erent requirements. For 
students who are graduating with 
a BBA in accounting from Baruch, 
Zicklin off ers speedy admission 
to the master’s programs. Ad-
mission is guaranteed to a mas-
ter’s program as long as students 
maintain a minimum 3.2 G.P.A. 
upon graduation and a 550 GMAT 
score. Students can almost seam-
lessly enter into a graduate pro-
gram. Th at is why it is called the 
“4+1 program.”
Th ere is no speedy admission 
process for the MBA. Th e admis-
sions offi  ce evaluates one’s quali-
fi cations. If one has a relatively 
lower GMAT score, other qualifi -
cations, such as meaningful work 
experience and a good G.P.A., 
may compensate for it. Realisti-
cally, it might be challenging for a 
student who recently graduated to 
be admitted to the MBA program 
due to a lack of work experience.
It is recommended for busi-
ness majors to apply for the mas-
ter’s in accountancy program and 
for non-business majors to apply 
to the MBA in accounting, but it is 
not the only rule. Th e program de-
cision should be made on a case-
by-case basis for each student. 
Th e admission for each program 
evaluates applicants and makes 
decisions depending on students’ 
various qualifi cations.
Darrough recommends that 
current undergraduate students 
who “are serious about becoming 
CPAs and want to pursue Baruch’s 
4+1 year program should start 
taking the GMAT exam early, so 
that there will be enough time 
to take it again if necessary. You 
can improve your GMAT score 
tremendously by studying.”
CAREER CORNER: 
ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT GRADUATE SCHOOL?
COMPILED BY AFUA FELLI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Zicklin professors Linda Allen 
and Craig Brown share their take 
on selected economic issues with 
Th e Ticker.
In your opinion, what was 
the main cause of the crisis ex-
perienced in the U.S. and later 
worldwide?
Professor Craig Brown:
I think the fundamental cause 
was a downturn in the real estate 
market and their mechanics, […
which…] would defi nitely be relat-
ed to leverage, would defi nitely be 
related to securitization, would be 
related to lax fi nancial regulations 
and would be related to blind trust 
in credit rating agencies. So you 
have a number of diff erent mecha-
nisms that exist within in the fi nan-
cial system that allowed a severe 
downturn in the real estate market 
to be amplifi ed and to aff ect other 
entities within the global economy 
elsewhere.
Professor Linda Allen:
Post 9/11, the U.S. was awash 
with liquidity and every one was 
taking on leverage. It is important 
to make the distinction on who can 
and cannot aff ord to take on exces-
sive leverage. Banks by nature are 
heavily leveraged. It is what they 
do. Banks have to take on risk […] 
however the problem arises when 
institutions that are not designed to 
take these risks such as households, 
governments and non-fi nancial in-
stitutions do so. Th is is very risky 
because that is not their business 
and they are devoid of the tools to 
take them on.
What lessons are there for oth-
er countries to learn from Greece, 
Dubai and Iceland? How could 
countries protect themselves 
from systemic collapses? 
Brown:
I think that one clear lesson 
from Iceland is that you don’t allow 
your fi nancial sector to become too 
big to a point that you cannot save 
it or you can’t fi x the problems that 
may occur in your fi nancial sector. 
In terms of Greece, all countries 
can learn that poor fi scal manage-
ment, poor government policy, ex-
cessive spending, and corruption 
— all of these things will eventually 
hurt the economy through a sover-
eign debt issue or a sovereign debt 
problem. I think it is well-known in 
many developing countries that if 
there is poor fi scal management, if 
there is corruption, if there is pub-
lic sector waste, the ramifi cations, 
the outcomes are severe and can 
be very costly and it hinders growth 
and growth is absolutely neces-
sary for people to be raised above 
poverty level.  So the lesson is that 
if you want to mimic or replicate a 
high growth country, I think a part 
of that is good fi scal management 
has to be part of the solution.
What are the broad ramifi ca-
tions of these crises on the coun-
tries in question and the global 
economy?
Allen:
Real economic pain, certainly 
for Greece. Real risk that moves 
beyond economic and fi nance to 
social and political consequences. 
For instance, Greece is showing 
signs of political instability. Th ere 
will be diff erent ramifi cations de-
pending on how interconnected 
to the markets these countries are 
— Greece spun Portugal as we be-
came worried about excessive le-
verage and who’s next. 
In their words
LUIS SUED I THE TICKER
Assistant Professor of Finance Craig Brown.
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BY MICHAEL FERRARI AND 
LILLIAN RIZZO
ASSISTANT BUSINESS EDITOR AND 
MANAGING  EDITOR
As Fix Baruch takes over the 
undergraduate student govern-
ment in the fall, their new budget 
and allocation of funds to Baruch 
clubs and organizations will be 
implemented. 
Fix Baruch president-elect Ben 
Guttmann’s business model for 
next year will be heavily infl uenced 
by the student activity fee referen-
dum that was passed in the same 
election that got him voted in. 
Guttmann plans to use his previous 
experiences to help create Fix Ba-
ruch’s platform for club funds. 
“I have been on both sides of the 
club-USG relationship, so I bring 
a unique perspective to the table 
and understand where everybody 
is coming from. When it comes to 
budgets we will always be fair and 
even-keeled with allocations,” said 
Guttmann in an e-mail.
Guttmann points out that the 
“big deal right now” is the ac-
tivity fee that boosts the budget 
from $160,000 to approximately 
$300,000. Th e actual fi gure will be 
known by mid-late summer before 
the new semester starts. 
While Guttmann says the fi -
nance structure for this current 
year was done well, he feels a big 
downfall was when the Board of 
Appeals ran out of money in Feb-
ruary. Students go to the Board of 
Appeals after their funds have been 
allocated and they need extra for 
new events. 
Juan Adorno, a senior at Baruch 
and president of the Association 
of Latino Professionals in Finance 
and Accounting, voiced that his 
main concern was how the new 
USG would decide on what events 
to co-sponsor.
 “We will lay out clear guidelines 
that defi ne what we look for when 
making funding decisions,” said 
Guttmann. “We are going to make 
budgets based on merit, not favors 
or who you supported.” 
Guttmann did add that unlike 
what the other party running for 
election claimed, money would 
not be distributed equally among 
all the organizations. While most 
club budgets will be increased, how 
much they receive will be decided 
on an individual basis.
“Our program of eco-sponsor-
ships will set aside a pile of money 
to be allocated to clubs that hold 
environmentally conscious events. 
If your event meets certain bench-
marks, then you will automatically 
qualify for an extra co-sponsorship 
from USG to help you cover your 
costs,” said Guttmann via e-mail.
Another major concern for club 
leaders is how the new USG plans 
to reach out them. 
“As a club president, I know that 
club leaders want nothing more 
than to be enabled to do their jobs 
and achieve their goals in their 
all-too-short tenure in offi  ce,” said 
Guttmann. “Th e best way that we 
can support them is to provide the 
funding they need, help them cut 
through red-tape when it arises, 
and give them a leg up with initia-
tives such as eco-sponsorships and 
club printing accounts.” 
Fix Baruch’s business model 
does not simply focus on where the 
money goes and how it will be used. 
It also is centered on strengthen-
ing the relations between USG and 
clubs.  “I want everyone in clubs to 
know my name,” said Bradford Da-
vis, who will be chair of appeals for 
Fix Baruch. 
Guttmann chose Davis because 
of his good judgment and club ex-
perience. He also supports his ini-
tiative to become more well-known 
with club members so that they can 
always go to them whenever they 
are faced with a problem, monetary 
or not. 
Clubs’ business models get a Fix for the fall
DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER
Ben Guttman (second from left), President-elect for next year’s Undergraduate Student Government gathers with party members and some club leaders on campus.
BY REBECCA FORBES
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q u e s t i o n s 
that were 
meant to 
reveal the personality of the in-
terviewee. Th is column was fi rst 
published in Th e Ticker in 2008. 
It has now returned, with unique 
questions inspired by the original 
questionnaire. Th is issue’s inter-
viewee is Kyra Gaunt, a professor 
in the sociology and anthropol-
ogy department.
What is your most obvious 
characteristic? 
My approachability.
Which do you prefer: revenge 
or forgiveness?
 Forgiveness.
What is your favorite sound? 
Applause.
What were you like in college? 
Defi ant.
What is the best form of com-
munication? 
Listening.
To see more of this interview 




Described on its website as “a cross be-
tween a friend-fi nder, a social city-guide and 
a game that rewards you for doing interest-
ing things,” Foursquare is one of the newest 
variants on social networking that keeps on 
growing.
Th e mobile application, available on the 
iPhone, Android, Blackberry or Palm, al-
lows users to “check-in” to places they visit 
and gain points that can eventually lead to 
rewards.
Th e service promotes an active social 
life, rewarding users with a badge for check-
ing in more than four nights in a row or at 3 
a.m. on a school night. Foursquare pros have 
badges like “Super Mayor” for holding down 
10 “mayorships” at once or “Oversharer” for 
having more than 10 check-ins in 12 hours. 
Users can become mayors of places when 
they check in more than anyone else, and can 
potentially earn awards from participating 
businesses. 
Since its launch, the company has ex-
panded its services to better facilitate busi-
nesses, who use the service as a medium to 
promote their products and build relation-
ships with their most frequent users. 
Now it is easier than ever for owners to 
sign up and claim their business. A link ap-
pears on venue pages asking, “Are you the 
manager of this business?,” and owners who 
click on it are lead through a simple process 
where they can begin creating specials for 
their loyal customers. 
Cavatappo Wine Bar on Th ird Avenue 
between 25th and 26th streets off ers a spe-
cial for its mayor. “Your fi rst glass of wine or 
beer is on us!’ says a message on the venue’s 
page. 
Pinkberry, which has a location near Ba-
ruch, off ers 10 percent off  users’ purchases 
and gives its mayors one free small Pink-
berry with toppings, according to the venue’s 
page. 
On the iPhone app, users can see nearby 
specials when they visit a venue’s page.
Foursquare has also partnered with a 
number of well-established brands to make 
the user experience more interesting and 
drive consumers to their products, mutually 
benefi ting both entities. 
Th e most recent partnership with the His-
tory Channel allows users to see short anec-
dotes about attractions near the places where 
they check in. Time Out New York also hands 
out a “Happy Hour” badge to anyone who 
checks into four of the venues on its list of 30 
bars off ering happy hour specials and deals, 
according to the magazine’s website. 
On Th ursday, the company sent out a 
message on Twitter about the new option for 
business to create specials. 
“Whoa, so we were getting 100 venues an 
hour signing up for @foursquare specials to-
day. We. Have. Created. A. Monster. And we 
love it.”
Th e rapid gain in popularity of this new 
feature refl ects the larger trend of the site’s 
growing success. As of last week, the service 
had close to 1 million users, almost 50 per-
cent more than it had on its fi rst anniversary 
in March. 
In a year, the service has established a 
major presence in the city, where according 
to New York Magazine, “Th e service began 
spreading a new way of experiencing the city 
— using the web to amplify the urban experi-
ence, making it richer deeper, more fun.”
Foursquare offers a new twist to social networking
Features
Governments begin to battle cyberbullying
BY ALEXANDRA TORRES 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Online bullying, also referred 
to as electronic bullying or online 
social cruelty is causing worldwide 
conern as the use of social network-
ing sites continues to grow.
In January, the trend claimed 
another life: Pheobe Prince, an 
Irish immigrant who had moved to 
Massachusetts last year. According 
to the Cyberbullying Research Cen-
ter, cyberbullying is the “willful and 
repeated harm infl icted through 
the use of computers, cell phones 
and other electronic devices.” It can 
be done in various ways including 
sending hateful e-mails, referred to 
as “fl ame mail” or “hate mail,” and 
through the forwarding of personal 
information or photos via elec-
tronics devices, as well as social 
networking sites, chat rooms, and 
blogs.
Cyberbullies are becoming cre-
ative with victimizing their prey by 
posing as other people online to 
gain the trust of their targets and 
using all information obtained 
against them. Recording fi ghts and 
uploading them to websites like 
YouTube is a recent trend fueled by 
the use of camera phones, spurring 
another form of cyberbullying. 
Since virtual harassment has 
become widespread, the United 
States has orchestrated many ef-
forts to combat it, such as creating 
websites informing the public of its 
prevalence and severity. Diff erent 
states are introducing new legisla-
tion, like the recent bill in Louisiana 
making electronic bullying a 
misdemeanor.
European countries like Poland, 
Belgium and the United Kingdom 
are taking initiatives as the trend 
continues. “34.3 percent of Bel-
gian teenagers have been bullied 
via internet or mobile phone” and 
“52 percent of Polish Internet us-
ers aged 12-17 have been exposed 
to abuse on the Web or via mobile 
phones,” according to Europe’s 
Information Society, a part of the 
European Commission which 
provides all the latest information 
about the European Union.
Th e European Commission, 
which encompasses all EU Member 
countries, as well as Iceland and 
Norway, launched the campaign, 
Safer Internet Day last year, aimed 
at educating and empowering stu-
dents to practice restraint while on 
the Internet and encouraging them 
to report any instances of online 
abuse.
In Asia, there is reported to be 
an increase in torment by means of 
technological devices. It is rampant 
in South Korea, a well-connected 
country, according to the Tampa 
Tribune. A great deal of stress com-
bines with the drive to succeed, 
since South Korean culture de-
mands exceptional academic suc-
cess of their children.
According to Factoidz.com, 
South Korean culture is “a highly 
regimented culture in which the 
young are discouraged from speak-
ing their minds with parents, teach-
ers and bosses.” Due to this, young 
people are seeking refuge and 
airing out frustration on the ’net, 
sometimes maliciously, as their 
only opportunity to express them-
selves or let off  steam.
According to Voice of America, 
“Th e National Police Agency [of 
South Korea] receives tens of thou-
sands of complaints every year but 
there is not much that can be done 
to stop it since attackers are often 
anonymous.”
Th e anonymity of the Internet 
seems to lure people to lash out 
at others with the notion that they 
will not get caught. Such bullies 
can hide safely behind a computer, 
use fake profi les on social network-
ing sites and set up fake e-mail ad-
dresses and screen names solely for 
this purpose.
Th e sense of not getting caught 
along with the immediacy technol-
ogy provides, promotes aggressive 
behavior from not only young peo-
ple, but also adults. Th e fact that cy-
berbullying only aff ects adolescents 
is a misconception.
Th e ease of not having to con-
front someone in person and hav-
ing access to an infi nite amount of 
targets on the web may very well 
appeal to adults as well.
Cyberbulling, whether done by 
children, teens or adults, can have 
severe physiological eff ects on its 
targets including depression, se-
clusion, self-hatred and even con-
templation of suicide.
In reaction to the concerns 
caused by cyberbullying, Louisiana 
is now in the process of passing a 
bill which states that harassing or 
intimidating someone by text mes-
sage, e-mail or posts on Facebook 
would be considered “cyberbully-
ing.” 
If the bill passes, actions such as 
these will become a crime.
Nations across the world are beginning to take a stand against cyber bullying and soon it could become a crime. 
BLOGS.REUTERS.COM
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FEATURES EDITOR
Born out of reaction to the cur-
rent women’s and men’s studies, 
the male studies fi eld was offi  cially 
established at Wagner College on 
April 7. According to InsideHigh-
erEd.com, a group of scholars con-
gregated at Wagner College in Stat-
en Island to announce the creation 
of the Foundation for Male Studies. 
Th e foundation will support a con-
ference and journal aimed at ex-
ploring the struggles and celebrat-
ing the triumphs of men. “Based 
on the same theories as women’s 
studies [it] is grouped together with 
[women’s studies] as gender stud-
ies,” the website says.
Another distinction between 
men’s and male studies is that it 
targets all ages. Th e foundation’s 
website states that male studies is 
a “multidisciplinary study of the 
male human being, boys and men,” 
whereas, “men’s studies, by defi -
nition, has focused on fully grown 
men.” Th e discipline will recog-
nize all the various interpretations 
of males based on culture and the 
foundation notes that male studies 
is not a strictly western discipline.
Claiming to be an underrepre-
sented minority, organizers and 
supporters of the discipline are 
justifying it by stating that society 
really isn’t as male-dominated as 
many think it is.
Supporters argue that elemen-
tary and secondary schools, as well 
as higher education, have been 
“heavily infl uenced by feminism.” 
Th e claim is that males experience 
an academic discrimination lead-
ing to gender-gaps of enrollment 
and graduation rates.
Although gender gaps exist be-
tween boys and girls in school, 
there is no evidence that those dis-
parities exist because of a feminist 
infl uence. Th e diff erence between 
genders is seen mostly in reading 
scores. A 2008 study done by the 
Center on Education Policy, found 
that throughout elementary, mid-
dle and high school girls outper-
formed boys in reading. At the top 
levels of performance, boys domi-
nate, especially in math.
“We don’t need male studies, 
because overall studies are done 
by, and conducted on, males and 
most of what we learn comes from 
a male perspective,” said the chair 
of the psychology department, 
Samuel D. Johnson, Ph.D.
Noting that men have had the 
upper hand in academia for as long 
as anyone can remember, Johnson 
understands the need for women’s 
studies but male studies is some-
thing that he doesn’t understand.
“It’s a reaction to feminism. Th ey 
are looking at it as a denigration of 
maleness,” he said. “Gender studies 
is probably a more apt rubric to do 
it under because that covers both 
and gender studies also covers the 
LGBT aspect.”
Rutgers University professor 
Lionel Tiger is a strong supporter 
of male studies, stressing that it is 
formed out of the notion that male 
and female are physically diff er-
ent. He told InsideHigherEd that 
the relation between a person’s 
biology and behavior is “not being 
addressed in most contemporary 
scholarship on men and boys.”
According to Tiger, feminism 
has broken down masculinity as 
a socially dominant force. Men’s 
studies, although formed after 
feminism during the 1970s, doesn’t 
eff ectively translate to men what 
masculinity really is. Th ere is a no-
tion among organizers that mas-
culinity is becoming “politically 
incorrect.” 
Some are questioning the basis 
of male studies. Robert Heasley of 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
told InsideHigherEd that the new 
fi eld isn’t really isn’t new.
“Th eir argument is that they’re 
inventing something that I think al-
ready exists,” he told the site.
Others are calling it a sham. Ta-
tania Kumeh of Mother Jones maga-
zine writes, “[Tiger’s] argument 
– incorporating feminist theories 
into a gender course results in male 
castration – is similar to the argu-
ment that one should teach a his-
tory course that excludes slavery 
so that white students aren’t of-
fended.” 
Kumeh also pointed to some 
anti-male studies bloggers who 
“are rightfully concerned that [male 
studies’] goal is to undermine 
strides gender and ethnic studies 
courses have made in incorporat-
ing their stories into the dominant 
culture’s maelstrom.”
When asked if male studies is 
likely to be something that will take 
off , Johnson said, “No.”
A new discipline: male studies
BY LISA FRASER
FEATURES EDITOR
In light of the third anniversary 
of the Virginia Tech Massacre, a 
report released by federal law en-
forcement offi  cers laid out an anal-
ysis of violent attacks carried out on 
U.S. college campuses in the past 
hundred years.
 Over the last century, the report 
showed that campus violence has 
been the most prevalent in the last 
20 years, with more than half of the 
violent attacks occurring during 
this time.
Th e study, entitled “Campus At-
tacks: Targeted Violence Aff ecting 
Institutions of Higher Education,” 
was a joint eff ort by the FBI, the 
Secret Service and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. It focused on 
attacks that were premeditated and 
used potentially lethal force. 
According to Th e Washington 
Post, the researchers looked at 
public records of 272 incidents of 
targeted violence at colleges since 
1900. 
According to the paper, the anal-
ysis found that of all the campus at-
tacks that took place in a 108-year 
span, three-fi fths of them occurred 
in the past two decades with 79 in 
the 1990s and 83 during the period 
of 2000 to 2008, compared to just 
one during the 1900s and 13 during 
the 1950s. 
According to the report, vio-
lence aff ecting higher education 
institutions is not a new phenom-
enon. Th e report found that the fi rst 
perpetrator of violence on college 
campus happened in 1909. A man 
fatally shot his former girlfriend on 
her campus grounds, after which 
he killed himself. 
Th e paper also reports that the 
surge in campus attacks are due to 
growing campus populations and 
expanding media coverage, as well 
as increased federal requirements 
for colleges to report crimes. 
 Findings also revealed that at-
tacks most often happen in April 
and October, and attackers are 
overwhelmingly male, ranging in 
age from 16 to 62. 
One-third of attacks were con-
nected to intimate relationships. 
“Retaliation” was the second lead-
ing cause, followed by romantic re-
jection and obsession. 
Weapons other than guns and 
knives represented 25 percent of the 
attacks, and most attacks occurred 
at the campus residence, either in 
a dorm room or an apartment. Th e 
report also found that 45 percent of 
perpetrators are students. Most at-
tackers were former students, cur-
rent or former employees. 
Th e collaborators on the report 
note that they “are keenly aware 
of the profound and devastating 
physical, emotional, and psycho-
logical injuries that result from 
acts of violence against community 
members and their eff ect on the 
nation as a whole. Th rough our col-
laboration, we are working to better 
understand what drives individuals 
to carry out acts of violence and ul-
timately how to prevent them in the 
future.”
Campus violence on the rise
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Male studies aim to reach all ages. 
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Violent attacks are rising on campuses. 
Arts & Style
BY KERRI JAREMA
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR
Baruch’s Department of the Fine 
and Performing Arts’ production of 
Bernard Pomerance’s Th e Elephant 
Man is a surprisingly moving and 
well-acted interpretation of the life 
of John Merrick, a man whose gro-
tesque deformities made him an 
outcast in society, but put him in 
a position to understand it better 
than anyone else.
Set on a dark and almost eerie 
stage, the play opens up with Dr. 
Frederick Treves, who will become 
Merrick’s doctor and caretaker, 
talking about all of the blessings in 
his life. 
Th is seemingly innocuous 
scene sets up the dichotomy be-
tween Treves’s life and Merrick’s 
sad existence. Th e next scene sees 
a man named Ross hawking views 
of Th e Elephant Man for money. 
Treves gets roped into the scheme 
and upon seeing Merrick, insists 
on taking him back to the hospital 
to be studied.
Surprisingly, Brian Miskell, 
who plays Merrick, comes onto the 
stage looking like a normal man. 
Rather than wear a mask or make-
up to recreate Merrick’s deformed 
fi gure, pictures of the real Merrick 
play on a screen behind the actors, 
as Treves describes Merrick’s mal-
formed body parts. 
Miskell walks with a cane for the 
duration of the play and also keeps 
his face in a sort of grimace to imi-
tate Merrick’s misshapen mouth. 
While it is disheartening at fi rst to 
watch the entirely normal look-
ing Miskell playing this famously 
disfi gured man, it turns out to be 
a great decision by director Th om 
Garvey, because it allows Miskell’s 
acting skills to shine, rather than 
cause the audience to be distracted 
by over-the-top makeup. 
Miskell does a superb job at 
portraying the physical hardships 
Miskell endured without the help 
of cosmetics, but more important-
ly, he makes the audience feel his 
emotional turmoil far more. 
He is fully submerged in his 
character, introspective, intelligent 
and kind. Miskell makes you feel 
so much more for Merrick than 
just sorrow for his appearance, and 
without any outward signs of defor-
mity, it is easy to forget that Merrick 
is diff erent from the other charac-
ters on stage in any way.
Steven Northrup as Dr. Treves 
is also a great asset to the cast. He 
masters the British accent and is 
comfortable with the mannerisms 
of  a Victorian-era surgeon. His 
struggle with caring for Merrick 
while also pursuing the scientifi c 
meaning behind his condition and 
pleasing those funding the hospi-
tal’s research is one of the driving 
emotional threads throughout the 
production.
One obvious standout on the 
cast is Caitlin Hannon as Mrs. Ken-
drick, an actress who befriends 
Merrick at the request of Dr. Treves, 
who hopes to give him some com-
pany. 
Hannon has the most fl uid mas-
tery of her character’s accent and 
from the moment she appears she 
has an unexpectedly strong stage 
presence. She easily moves be-
tween humor, womanly charm and 
tenderly caring for Merrick.
Some of the most moving and 
sweet moments in the entire pro-
duction occur when Hannon and 
Miskell are on stage alone togeth-
er, reading, discussing Merrick’s 
unique views on everything from 
Shakespeare to women. All the 
while Hannon has an ease with the 
material, even during a particularly 
sweet but awkward moment be-
tween her character and Miskell’s. 
Other stars of this production 
include Will Sturek as Ross, the 
cruel man that kept Merrick in in-
humane conditions as a freak street 
act in order to make money. A scene 
where Ross comes to the hospital to 
ask Merrick for money is a powerful 
moment for Sturek.
Roop Janju is great as the voice 
of reality to Northrup’s Dr. Treves, 
bringing up the controversial 
theme of science versus religion. 
Baruch Performing Arts veteran 
Vincent Pullara Jr. also plays four 
diff erent small characters through-
out the production, including a vi-
cious cop, with Victoria Miller and 
Lindsey Calleran rounding out the 
cast.
Overall Baruch’s production of 
Th e Elephant Man created a power-
ful look into the tragic life of John 
Merrick while maintaining that 
there is hope even in the darkest 
situations. 
Explore the life of The Elephant Man
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Steven Northrup, Caitlin Hannon and Brian Miskell star in Baruch’s production of Bernard Pomerance’s The Elephant Man.
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Opening the door to the life of 
Jim Morrison, When You’re Strange: 
A Film about Th e Doors captures 
the man behind the rock star im-
age, keeping it alive over 40 years 
later.
Th e hour and a half documen-
tary runs through the course of Th e 
Doors, the 1960s rock band that 
was the American answer to the 
British Invasion. Th e fi lm includes 
rare footage of Th e Doors in con-
cert, backstage and in the studio, 
narrated by Johnny Depp, whose 
smooth voice and mystique fi t per-
fectly with the hippie vibe of this 
info-session.
Dicillo opens the fi lm with a 
scene of a bearded hitchhiker driv-
ing through the desert and listen-
ing to the news of Jim Morrison’s 
death over the radio. DiCillo uses 
these scenes as interludes through-
out the fi lm. 
While these portions, which 
were culled from Morrison’s 1969 
self-fi nanced fi lm, HWY: An Ameri-
can Pastoral, work image-wise, it 
makes the audience feel less con-
nected to the actual story of the 
band in these non-historical piec-
es.
But with the exception of these 
slightly confusing excerpts that oc-
cur a few times throughout the fi lm, 
the director leaves most of the sto-
rytelling up to the band and Depp, 
only directing the audience on the 
path they are traveling, including 
some tidbits that can’t be formu-
lated from the raw footage and spo-
radic witty remarks.
Although the documentary is 
about the band, most of the time is 
spent focusing on Morrison, who 
was practically the entire image 
and the sound of the group. Th e 
story begins with footage including 
his life growing up, when he aban-
doned his family who he stated 
were “dead” and went to fi lm school 
at UCLA, where he met band mate 
and keyboardist Ray Manzarek.
Probably the wisest inclusion 
the director made in the fi lm was 
footage of what else was going on in 
the 1960s, from Woodstock to war 
protests and the assassinations of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert 
F. Kennedy — and connected them 
to how the band was accepted and 
perceived at the time. While Th e 
Doors were pivotal in this golden 
age of rock ‘n’ roll music, without 
the controversies of the era they 
probably would have been less to 
relate to their audience with.
Although the chemistry of the 
band is discussed, it is mostly the 
chemistry of each band member 
with Morrison that is the focus. 
Morrison always stole the show, 
either singing poetic lyrics with his 
haunting voice or throwing himself 
across the stage while on an acid 
trip. 
Footage of the band’s short stint 
as the house band at the Whiskey A 
Go Go is prominent in the begin-
ning of the fi lm, and Depp tells the 
story of how the owner took them 
on and then dropped them when 
Morrison said something vulgar on 
stage during an acid trip.
Overall, the fi lm explores Mor-
rison as a man who became caught 
up in rock stardom and knew how 
to use it to his advantage. Versatile 
in performance and lyrics, Morri-
son was an intellectual, but it’s hard 
to see the diff erence between him 
grabbing for attention as an artist 
and simply just doing what people 
wanted him to do.
Morrison became a rock star sex 
symbol and Depp goes into depth 
about his crotch-hugging leather 
pants, and the obsession he caused 
among hippie girls. Th e fi lm in-
cludes a scene of fans waiting for 
the band outside an airport, who 
maintained that Th e Doors were 
better than Th e Beatles.
DiCillo uncovers rare moments 
of the band, including in the studio 
during Morrison’s downfall with 
drug and alcohol addiction that 
captures a subject that is absent 
from Th e Doors’ albums and Oliver 
Stone’s fl ick about the band.
Morrison wasn’t just a far-out 
thinker with a rebellious streak, 
but an addict whose performances, 
music and studio time were aff ect-
ed by his addictions. Th e band is 
eventually shown as a group of four 
men that were friends and support-
ers of one another who became 
alienated because Morrison clung 
to his addictions rather than them 
and couldn’t keep a grip on reality 
or the music.
While the fi lm portrays the band 
and Morrison, it also informs to-
day’s generation about life in the 
1960s and the era in general. Not 
just a depiction of Morrison’s char-
acter and the band’s poetic trance-
like music, it is instead a telling 
portrayal of how the 1960s formed, 
infl uenced and helped give birth to 
American rock stars.
When You’re Strange is now 
showing exclusively at the Angelika 
Th eater at 18 West Houston St.
When The Doors were strange
SOOHOTRIGHTNOW.COM
When You’re Strange: A Film About The Doors shows rare footage of the band, narrated by Johnny Depp.
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Laura Stevenson and the Cans make A Record
BY  MARIE SCARSELLA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
When the infl uential musi-
cian Jeff  Rosenstock formed the 
Long Island-based musical collec-
tive Bomb the Music Industry! in 
2005, not many fans expected any 
of the members to go on to create 
a female-fronted folk rock group. 
However, while touring with the 
group, keyboardist Laura Steven-
son decided to branch out and cre-
ate Laura Stevenson and the Cans.
Stevenson founded the band, es-
tablishing herself as the lead singer 
and songwriter, as well as guitarist. 
Originally, everyone taking part 
in the Cans were also members of 
Rosenstock’s project until 2007, 
when Stevenson met Mike Camp-
bell, formerly of the punk band 
Latterman, and recruited him to 
play bass.  
Later that year, Alex Billig of Th e 
Best Th ing Ever completed the line-
up and the band entered the studio 
to start their fi rst recording.
In October of 2008, the band re-
leased its fi rst album, simply titled 
A Record. It features eight tracks 
equipped with elegant vocals, per-
fectly arranged guitar pieces and 
blaring brass instruments. 
Songs also include arrange-
ments of orchestral instruments in-
cluding the violin, viola, mandolin, 
organ, and glockenspiel as well as 
the accordions and drums, giving 
every track a notable, distinguished 
sound.
A Record was released through 
Quote Unquote Records, which was 
started by Rosenstock and is pri-
marily donation-based. Th e album 
is available on the label’s website 
for free download. In April 2010, it 
was re-released through Asian Man 
Records and included three new 
songs.
Since the release of their fi rst 
full length record, the band has 
played shows in cities throughout 
the country including Th e Fest, a 
large, annual music festival in Flor-
ida, that has featured acts as well-
known as the Bouncing Souls, Less 
than Jake and Th e Lawrence Arms. 
Th ey have also toured alongside 
groups such as Andrew Jackson 
Jihad, Ava Luna and, the group in 
which many members of the Cans 
also belong to, Bomb the Music In-
dustry!
Aside from A Record, the group 
has since released other music 
through various outlets. In 2009, 
they released an EP entitled Holy 
Ghost! through Mandible Records. 
One of their most recognized re-
leases since the album, though, has 
been their split 7” EP with Bomb the 
Music Industry! in which the two 
groups covered one of each other’s 
songs. Cans chose to cover Bomb 
the Music Industry!’s “It Ceases to 
Be Whining…” from their record 
Album Minus Band and, as Steven-
son has said “prettying it up,” while 
Bomb the Music Industry! chose to 
take on Stevenson’s “A Shine to It,” 
which can be found on A Record.
 At the moment, the band is re-
portedly working on new material 
and has shows listed that will run 
from the fi rst week in May through 
the end of July, with fi ve dates in 
Brooklyn. 
Dates, as well as tracks from 
the band’s various releases, can 
be found on their MySpace page, 
along with a link to buy or down-
load A Record.
Get some Southern Hospitality in NYC
BY IVETTE OBANDO-ALVAREZ
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Southern Hospitality, which 
opened in 2007, is the vision of co-
creators and owners Justin Timber-
lake, Eytan Sugarman and Trace 
Ayala. 
Th eir aim is to bring the warm 
and welcoming atmosphere of the 
South and southern cooking to New 
York City. After stepping foot in the 
restaurant, customers are placed in 
a completely laidback and relaxing 
environment where the smell of 
barbeque fi lls the air and custom-
ers can’t wait to be seated.
Th e restaurant is usually full 
but there is very little waiting time 
to be seated and the wait staff  is 
lovely and exudes southern charm. 
Th e restaurant’s ambiance makes it 
easy to forget that you’re in the Up-
per East Side, with servers wearing 
cowboy boots, jeans and t-shirts.
Southern Hospitality’s doors are 
open seven days a week, and the 
place is booming from weekday 
lunchtime to late-night gatherings. 
Th e bar is the central focus, deco-
rated with pictures of Elvis Presley, 
advertisements for beer and huge 
fl at screen TVs. Th ere is also a DJ to 
enhance the entertainment aspect 
of the dining experience.
Th eir menu is very diverse with 
barbeque dishes being the specialty 
of the house. Th e servings are also 
very generous, so come here with 
a large appetite. Th ey have a good 
selection of Firestarters, or appe-
tizers, and one of the best among 
them is the Southern classic, the 
“Deep Fried Pickle Chips.”
Th is is one of their most popular 
dishes and at only $6.95 for a plate, 
one of their best deals. Th ere is also 
a wide selection of entrees, includ-
ing the stand out “Memphis-style 
Dry Rubbed Spareribs” that come 
with a choice of two sides for just 
$16.95. Th e spareribs are cooked 
very tender and are very delicious.
You must save space for dessert 
because there are six scrumptious 
options to choose from. One of the 
most delicious is the “Homemade 
Peach Crisp” with vanilla ice cream 
over a warm crisp cake with big 
chunks of peaches inside.
Southern Hospitality is one of 
a kind, with a calm and fun atmo-
sphere that makes it a great place 
to go to with friends and perhaps 
make some new friends while 
there. Also, the quality and large 
portions of food cannot be beaten. 
At Southern Hospitality, you get 
what you pay for and here it’s defi -
nitely worth the trip.
 Southern Hospitality is located 
on 1420 Second Ave. (between 76th 
and 77th streets).
BY KERRI JAREMA
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR
With summer concerts  
in full swing, the perfect out-
fi t is just a few pieces away.
Th e summer music season was 
offi  cially began last week with the 
Coachella Valley Music and Arts 
Festival, which means it’s time to 
start cultivating the perfect sum-
mer concert outfi t. 
Both comfort and style is key 
here, as concerts will put you in 
some of the most uncomfortable 
situations (standing in a crowd of 
hundreds in the summer swelter) 
but also some of the most fun (par-
ties and impromptu dinners are 
great after-concert activities).
For girls, there a few great op-
tions to keep you cool, casual and 
still totally held-together. One of the 
biggest trends of the spring is the 
military-inspired jacket, but there 
is another way to wear this versa-
tile trend. With the perfect pair of 
army green, loose-fi tting shorts like 
the “Broken-in Boyfriend Chino 
Short” ($50) from J.Crew, you’ll be 
understatedly cool and completely 
comfortable. Pair these with a light-
weight tank top and strappy leather 
sandals for a girly/tomboy look.
Of course, another great option 
is a simple dress and there is one 
closet staple that will work great for 
any concert — the lightweight den-
im dress, a fresh look that is more 
unexpected than a pair of jeans or 
denim shorts. 
For a perfect little denim dress, 
try Forever 21’s “Denim Bandeau 
Top Dress” ($22.80). Th e light wash 
is perfect for summer weather and 
the belted waist and elastic insert 
across the chest help make the fi t 
seamless.
Although summer concerts are 
often met with the blazing sun (or, 
if you’re indoors, a large sweaty 
crowd to contend with) light layers 
are a good idea both for sun pro-
tection and for night-time shows. 
A sheer, slouchy sweater in a light 
color and easy material, like linen 
or cotton, is the best option for a 
summer cover-up. 
Th e “Off -the-shoulder sweat-
shirt” ($24.50) from American Ea-
gle is perfect to pair with a tank top 
and shorts, and the short sleeves 
and cropped length will add extra 
warmth without making you sweat.
Great summer hats — such as a 
straw bolero or a stylish bandana 
worn like a headband — are great 
options for stylishly protecting your 
head from the sun. A great pair of 
sunglasses like the new cat-eyes, 
aviators or Wayfarers is also a nec-
essary item. 
Also, for women who can’t leave 
the house without a purse, lean to-
wards a small across-the-body bag 
in a straw or knit material, which 
are cool looking but lightweight 
enough to carry essentials without 
putting pressure on your shoulder.
For guys, the look is as simple 
as a pair of shorts or jeans and a t-
shirt, but there are a couple of ways 
to keep you extra comfortable and 
good-looking throughout the sea-
son.
Try for a button-down shirt in a 
lightweight cotton or linen, in fresh 
colors that won’t get dirty easily like 
blue, red, or charcoal gray. Skinny 
denim jeans will be a great com-
pliment to both the button down 
and t-shirt, and comfortable shoes 
like Converse or the philanthropic 
TOMS shoes will look good and feel 
good.
Th e coolest sunglasses for men 
right now are the classic aviator. 
Men should also take a cue from 
the girls this time by going for some 
sort of head covering, from the clas-











Certainly “an immersion into 
the teeming and energetic world of 
insects,” Cirque Du Soleil : Ovo is a 
spectacular visual masterpiece that 
exhibits the natural universe of tiny 
critters.  
Morning breaks in the Big Top, 
awakening a gorgeous colony of 
insects that are greeted by the ar-
rival of Ovo, a mysterious egg. Ovo 
arouses in them into a great curios-
ity of the world beyond their clan-
destine realm. 
A wiry blue insect fi rst brings 
Ovo into their midst and meets 
the voluptuous and vivacious la-
dybug of his dreams. Both become 
instantly smitten, and their love 
transcends the biodiversity of their 
home. 
Th e Cirque Du Soleil company 
of artists, a group of athletic per-
formers skilled in dance and acting 
in addition to gymnastics and ac-
robatics, play the bright and lively 
community of insects. 
Th ese individuals, men and 
women in vibrant and versatile cos-
tumes, completely embody their 
roles and truly capture the physical 
characteristics of the inhabitants 
within this ecosystem. 
Th ey live in an earthly kingdom 
which the set displays beautifully, 
whether by breathing life into blos-
soming fl owers, or spindling a spi-
ders web, or creating many other 
insect dwellings. Each becomes a 
particular environment where the 
performers showcase their circus 
talents, which are uniquely more 
stunning than the last. 
Th e acts are absolutely incred-
ible, diff erent variations of acros-
port or circus gymnastics. One act, 
an Icarian games scene, shows a 
group of six women as ants juggling 
kiwis in the air with their feet. Th en, 
three of them balance the others 
while they continue to toss the ki-
wis. Another act shows a spider on 
slackwire, where a man exhibits 
great amounts of strength balanc-
ing atop a wire at least 15 feet above 
ground, once even on a unicycle. 
One of the fi nal acts follows 20 
green insects as they jump and 
walk across a vertical wall with a 
power track and trampolines. 
In one of the favorite acts of 
the night, a bug couple shows a 
romantic duet in a fabric dangling 
from the ceiling, showing a graceful 
dance in air. 
Ovo imitates and interprets 
life with an intense vivacity that 
is beautifully akin to reality. It is a 
thrilling bit of entertainment that 
moves the viewer aesthetically and 
emotionally. 
Th e performers, the set, the cos-
tumes and the music, which is a fu-
sion of Brazilian rhythms, all seem 
to organically weave into the intri-
cate yarn of nature that is Ovo. And 
there could be no better time than 
now to see a show that signifi es 
the beauty of nature and the earth, 
but it is only at Randall’s Island for 
a short time, so see it now and be 
prepared to be mesmerized.
Cirque du Soleil: Ovo is current-
ly playing a limited engagement 
at Th e Big Top at Randall’s Island 
Park.
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Apple has traditionally been 
one of the most reliable and secure 
computer brands, armed with a 
multilayered system of defenses 
to help Mac OSX guard against 
malware. However, a new form of 
malicious software could threaten 
Apple’s image and computers.
According to Intego, a French 
Internet security fi rm, the malware 
script HellRTS, also known as “Pin-
head,” is threatening the security 
of the Mac platform. Th ough fi rst 
discovered in 2004, it has recently 
been modifi ed and enhanced.
HellRTS disguises itself as an 
iPhoto installer, deceiving the user 
into inadvertently installing the 
program. Upon installation, the 
malware creates randomly gener-
ated fi les to ensure that it always 
starts up when the user logs in. 
Th e script creates a backdoor to 
the Mac computer, automatically 
setting up a server that can allow 
hackers to take remote control over 
the computer.
Th e virus does not seem wide-
spread yet, spotted only on the out-
skirt forums of the Internet. Intego 
has released an update to its prod-
uct “Intego VirusBarrier x6” to ef-
fectively protect Mac users against 
the HellRTS threat, now categoriz-
ing it as a “low risk” threat.
Apple prides itself on being 
the most secure operating system, 
with security never being a signifi -
cant problem. However, despite 
its strong history, Internet security 
companies are not all convinced.
According to Marc Maiff ret, 
chief security architect of the Inter-
net security fi rm FireEye, Apple’s 
past success with combating mal-
ware is due to its relatively small 
market share.
“Th e reason we don’t see more 
attacks out there compared to Mi-
crosoft is because their market 
share isn’t near what Microsoft’s 
is,” said Maiff ret. “We’ve only seen 
a scratching of the surface as far as 
Apple vulnerabilities, because no-
body cares to fi nd them.”
Apple has taken security more 
seriously in the last few months. 
One of its major moves was hiring 
former senior security strategist at 
Microsoft, Window Snyder, giving 
her a position as a security and pri-
vacy product manager. Microsoft 
is seen as one of the leaders in the 
perpetual fi ght against malware, 
with their systematic auditing of 
technical code being imitated by 
many other fi rms.
In late March, Apple released 
a fl urry of patches, including ones 
to plug vulnerabilities in Quick-
Time media player and the AirPort 
Base Station. Apple’s shift in prior-
ity could not come at a better time. 
Symantec recently reported that 51 
percent of all malware forms ever 
discovered, were seen in 2009. Th e 
number of malware samples is 71 
percent higher than they had been 
a year ago. With such a steep rise in 
malware, Internet security compa-
nies are working harder than ever 
to combat this exponentially grow-
ing problem.
A number of antivirus programs 
have been ported to the Mac plat-
form in the past few months, the 
most recent of which is BitDefend-
er, which was announced on April 
13.
While Macintosh computers 
have proven resilient against mal-
ware software in the past, only time 
will tell whether these new malware 
developments will have a large ef-
fect on Mac OSX.
A new CUNY  
study reveals that 
procrastination is 
one of the biggest 
sources of stress in 
a college student’s 
life. Eff ective time 
management and 
having fun can 
be the solution
Th e CUNY Graduate Center’s 
latest study on the causes of student 
stress fi nds that the underlying rea-
son could be procrastination. 
Th e study, “Depressive Symp-
toms and Not Sleep Quality are 
A Key Factor in Procrastination 
Among College Students,” by Kath-
erine Nutter-Upham, a doctoral 
student at the CUNY Graduate 
Center, has put the concept of pro-
crastination into perspective. 
Th e study showed that sleep 
decreased while depressive symp-
toms increased due to procrastina-
tion. Older students, who procras-
tinate more than younger students, 






ate stress, many 




only delays and 
amplifi es the 
stress. 
For example, you might avoid 
doing your paper until the weekend 
before the due date, but then learn 
that you will be having a test in each 
of those classes. Consequently, by 
procrastinating, you have two tests 
and a paper to do.
Remember, stress is the result 
of the inadequate use of our cop-
ing resources when we are faced 
with stressors. One of the most im-
portant factors in reducing stress is 
managing your time eff ectively. If 
you do so, you will be able to com-
plete your work, study for tests and 
have some leisure time.
Th is leads me to another fac-
tor, having fun. It is unrealistic to 
expect college students to work 
24/7. Th ere are various fun, healthy 
things students can do to reduce 
stress. Yoga, meditation or even 
movies can get you away from what 
is stressing you out.
Th e last, and one of the most 
important things to do to avoid and 
reduce stress, is to utilize your local 
recourses. Th is can be your family, 
friends and resources at the col-
lege. 
Th e Baruch Offi  ces of Academic 
Advisement, the Counseling Cen-
ter, the STARR Career Development 
Center, the SACC Tutoring Center, 
the Writing Center and Peers Advo-
cating Wellness Services (formerly 
Helpline) can help you through 
stressful times, school-related or 
not.
While stress is an everyday oc-
currence, it can be reduced and 
avoided. Just be sure to utilize all 
of your resources and not procras-
tinate.
Written by a staff  member at 
PAWS, this weekly column will fo-
cus on diff erent health issues that 
aff ect Baruch students. If you have 
any questions or comments, please 




On April 14, the Icelandic vol-
cano Eyjafjallajökull erupted in 
the southern part of the country, 
halting air traffi  c for several days 
and leaving behind an umbrella of 
thick, grey ash. Melting part of the 
Eyjafjallajökull glacier, the eruption 
set off  a massive fl ood that forced 
about 800 people to evacuate the 
area. Previously dormant for over 
200 years, this is the second erup-
tion in less than a month.
Iceland sits on a large volcanic 
hot spot in the Atlantic’s mid-oce-
anic ridge.
 According to Yahoo! News, 
“Volcanic eruptions are often trig-
gered by seismic activity when the 
Earth’s plates move and when mag-
ma from deep underground pushes 
its way to the surface.”
Th e cloud of ash disabled vis-
ibility and turned the skies over 
Northern Europe into a no-fl y zone. 
Hundreds of thousands of passen-
gers across Europe were stranded 
for several days, while roughly sev-
en million more passengers around 
the world experienced delays. Ac-
cording to CNN, 68,000 fl ights were 
cancelled by Sunday.
Th e economic impact the vol-
cano placed on the fl ight industry 
is tremendous. According to CNN, 
the volcano ash has cost U.S. air-
lines as much as $20 million per 
day due to cancellations and fl ights, 
and has cost European airlines over 
$200 million per day. Some smaller 
airlines may even go bankrupt. 
While the ban on fl ights in Eu-
rope has been partially lifted, some 
scientists are concerned that the 
activity from Eyjafjallajökull could 
trigger Katla, another volcano. 
Since the eruption, Katla’s activity 
has risen by 200 percent. If Katla 
erupts, the impact could be worse. 
According to the Christian Sci-
ence Monitor, three times that Ey-
jafjallajökull erupted, it set off  Kat-
la. Currently, there is no evidence 
that Katla will erupt.
Besides the economy, Eyjafjal-
lajökull’s eruption has also aff ected 
the environment. Rock and glass 
thrown out from the eruption has 
devastated numerous plant species 
by inhibiting photosynthesis. Ac-
cording to Th e Associated Press, the 
ash can also be deadly to livestock 
when ingested because it can lead 
to internal bleeding and long-term 
bone damage.
While the ash could prove toxic, 
experts have observed a small drop 
in carbon emissions after the volca-
nic eruption, attributed to the de-
crease in fl ights around the world. 
Analysts allayed concerns that the 
eruption would increase the eff ect 
of global warming.
In a Newsweek article, Cindy 
Werner, an analyst with the U.S. 
Geological Survey stated that “vol-
canoes don’t emit that much car-
bon and there won’t be global ef-
fects of this particular eruption.”
While some experts originally 
speculated that the gases released 
into the air from the volcano would 
have a cooling eff ect and slow glob-
al warming, further studies have 
determined that the ash cloud has 
not attained a suffi  cient altitude in 
the atmosphere to achieve that ef-
fect.
Science & Technology
Iceland’s Eyjafj allajökull volcano spewed so much ash into the air that it recently crippled the European airline industry.
Iceland’s dormant volcano blows
New malware gives Mac computers hell
BOSTON.COM
ECPLAZA.NET
The malware HellRTS, camoufl aged as an iPhoto installer, allows hackers to access infected Mac computers through a backdoor.
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BY KERRI JAREMA
ARTS & STYLES EDITOR
Last week, the Library of Con-
gress announced that it began ar-
chiving every entry on the social 
networking site Twitter since its 
March 2006 founding.
According to Twitter, there are 
more than 50 million tweets every 
day with the total number of tweets 
numbering in the billions. On Twit-
ter and Facebook, the Library of 
Congress claimed that it would fo-
cus on the “scholarly and research 
implications of the acquisition.”
While there are large numbers 
of inane and insignifi cant tweets, 
there have been a number of his-
torical tweets including President 
Barack Obama’s announcement 
of victory on the night he won the 
2008 election and a group of tweets 
that helped release a photojournal-
ist from a prison in Egypt.
Th e Library of Congress plans 
to pinpoint only these signifi cant 
tweets. By examining the gigantic 
amount of information being gen-
erated by all Twitter posts, analysts 
hope to learn more about our cul-
ture in general.
Tweets can provide information 
as varied as what political affi  lia-
tions people hold, what charitable 
organizations they support, what 
music they are listening to — or 
simply what people care about and 
what they fi nd important. 
Reading through these billions 
of tweets could help researchers 
detect and understand cultural and 
sociological shifts in a way nothing 
else in the modern world could.
Th e Library of Congress will only 
be archiving the tweets of those us-
ers whose accounts are set to pub-
lic view. 
However, not everyone feels 
that archiving tweets is benefi cial. 
Sherlene Borja, a junior studying 
at Nassau Community College, is 
reluctant to get behind the decision 
because, she says, “[Even though] 
I’m not aff ected [because my Twit-
ter account is private] I still think 
that this is an invasion of privacy. 
Even though some people have 
their profi les on public, they didn’t 
give [Th e Library of Congress] per-
mission to use their lives for a so-
ciological experiment.”
It remains to be seen what ex-
actly can be cultivated from the 
archived collection of tweets but if, 
as the Library of Congress claimed 
on its Facebook, “you want a place 
where important historical infor-
mation in digital form should be 
preserved for the long haul, we’re 
it!” It will be interesting to see his-
tory in the tweeting.
Congress keeps your tweets
TWITTER.COM
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MANAGING EDITOR
Melissa Pena may not remember 
her fi rst steps, but she remembers 
the fi rst time she walked onto the dia-
mond. 
Th e captain of the Baruch softball 
team has been playing since she was 
six years old. Not only is softball her 
passion, but as someone whose roots 
trace back to the Dominican Repub-
lic, it is practically a part of her DNA. 
“We come out of the womb with a 
bat,” said Pena of her heritage. 
But she is not the only Pena from 
her household that plays. Her parents, 
brother and sister have all played 
or still play ball. “My parents used 
to play for fun in the D.R.,” she said, 
adding that they continued the tradi-
tion when they moved to the United 
States and it has yet to burn out. 
At one point, Pena even played 
with her mother and her, who is now 
33-years-old, on the same team for 
a recreational league when she was 
much younger. “It can be good and 
bad [playing on a team with family], 
but the experience itself was great,” 
she said. 
Her father still makes it to her 
games and her mother and sister try 
to as often as possible. Softball and 
baseball also helped form the con-
nection she has with her brother. “My 
dad took me to the park everyday to 
practice,” said Pena.
Even when the Baruch senior 
stopped playing with her relatives on 
the fi eld, the feeling of family has not 
diminished with her fellow Bearcats. 
At Baruch, she found that she didn’t 
need to be playing alongside relatives 
to feel like a family on the fi eld. “We 
developed friendships that will last 
until after college,” she said. 
Pena was recruited by Baruch 
when she was playing for her high 
school softball team at W.C. Bryant in 
Queens, where she originally played 
second base. During high school, she 
was switched to shortstop, where she 
has remained throughout her college 
career. She was recruited to Baruch 
mainly for her infi eld skills. 
Pena feels a diff erence between 
her high school and college teams. “In 
college there’s other things that come 
with the game, we became friends 
outside of the team.” 
Th roughout her four years at Ba-
ruch, Pena has been an integral part 
of the team, which led to her taking 
on the role of one of the team’s cap-
tains.
During her sophomore year she 
was named the CUNY Athletic Con-
ference Most Valuable Player. Th at 
season she batted .385, including 28 
RBI and 73 total hits. 
“She is someone I really respect 
on and off  the fi eld,” said her team-
mate, sophomore Melanie Pellegrino. 
“She is a great person and awesome 
player. I will defi nitely miss her lead-
ership.”
Th is year Baruch is having its most 
successful run in their history. Th e 
team currently has a 9-1 record, and 
played Brooklyn College on Saturday 
and their fi nal CUNY Athletic Con-
ference game against City on Sun-
day. Th is is the fi rst time in Baruch’s 
history the softball team has been in 
fi rst place and was undefeated until 
they split a doubleheader with CSI 
last Saturday.  
“I defi nitely want to leave with a 
championship because we will be the 
fi rst team to win a softball champion-
ship at Baruch,” said Pena. 
Pena plans to pursue a master’s in 
education and become a high school 
English teacher. She also hopes to 
coach a softball team. She is consid-
ering playing on a recreational league 
as long as it won’t be as time consum-
ing while she is in graduate school. 
No matter what, Pena foresees 
softball as a part of her life after col-
lege. “Honestly, it has become a part 
of my identity,” said Pena. “I have al-
ways loved it, I’ve never not wanted 
to play.”
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Headed towards their fi rst 
match-up in the CUNY Athletic 
Conference Championship tourna-
ment, the men’s tennis team will be 
at a distinct disadvantage: they will 
be without their head coach.
Coach Florin Giuglescu was 
suspended by the school for three 
games when he violated CUNYAC 
regulations, a suspension that he 
has already begun serving in the 
last week.
“We imposed the suspension for 
the reason of ‘line-up movement,’ ” 
said Dr. William Eng, Baruch’s ath-
letic director. He has taken over as 
interim coach along with Baruch 
sports information director John 
Neves.
“When you have an athlete that 
is playing in one particular fl ight, 
the CUNY regulation is … after the 
sixth game of the season, you are 
not allowed to move any of the ath-
letes more than one fl ight up or one 
fl ight down. Because of that dis-
crepancy, it was clear [that a sus-
pension was appropriate].”
Th e violation came in Baruch’s 
game against Lehman when fresh-
man Damon Ye, who usually plays 
in the fi fth spot in Baruch’s rota-
tion, was moved up to the opening 
match-up.
“I made a mistake by moving the 
players, but I asked coach Lehman 
[before the match],” said Giuglescu. 
He has had problems with this is-
sue in the past, serving a suspen-
sion three years ago for the same 
violation. 
“I moved the freshman up to 
prepare them for next year. Th is is 
the only way they are going to get 
better.”
Although the violation was 
made against Lehman, it was Hunt-
er, who was playing the Bearcats in 
their next match, a 5-4 Hawks vic-
tory, who reported the violation to 
the CUNYAC.
“I do my job better than ev-
eryone in CUNY,” said Giuglescu. 
“Th ey know that, and that is why 
they gun for me.”
Even though Giuglescu says 
he made the switch so his players 
would improve, Eng insists that he 
made the moves because of the 
high amount of injuries that the 
Bearcats are currently facing.
“He did it because of the in-
juries,” said Eng. “He moved the 
fourth fl ight up, so it wasn’t detri-
mental [to the other team’s chanc-
es], but those are the rules of the 
road.”
Giuglescu is suspended from 
being on the sidelines during the 
match but that doesn’t stop him 
from working with them during 
practice.
“I still work with them everyday 
and I still do my job better then ev-
ery coach in CUNY,” said Giugles-
cu.
Baruch is still not sure who 
they will be playing in the opening 
round of the tournament but, who-
ever it is, Giuglescu is confi dent 
that they will be ready for the chal-
lenge whether he is on the sidelines 
or not.
“It doesn’t matter if I am there or 
not because [Eng] will be there and 
it will be an easy match,” said Giu-
glescu. “Do we have what it takes to 
win? I think we do. Th e guys know 
what to do and if they do what they 
do best then they will deliver.”
Bearcats’ playoff hopes are out of order
Love of the game is a Pena family affair
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Baruch head coach Florin Giuglescu (left) was suspended three games, including the fi rst game of the playoff s, for playing team members out of order.
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Pick: Kyle Wilson, CB, Boise 
State, 29th overall.
Th e Jets are making it clear the 
precedent they want to set in the 
upcoming year: quarterbacks be-
ware. 
If there was a weak point in their 
No. 1-ranked defense last season, 
it was the depth at cornerback be-
hind Darrelle Revis, as Payton Man-
ning proved last season in the AFC 
championship game, and the addi-
tion of Kyle Wilson improves it tra-
mendously. 
Wilson’s best asset is his abil-
ity to be physical, a trait that the 
Jets corners behind Revis 
struggled with last sea-
son. He is already drawing 
comparisons to Steelers 
safty Troy Polamalu who 
is one of the toughest def-
esive backs in the NFL
He has great speed and 
can stay with almost all 
of the slot recievers that 
he will be asked to cover. 
Evidence of this can be found in the 
exceptional kick return skills that he 
possesses.  
It’s not all perfect, though. Th e 
big criticism of Wilson is that he 
doesn’t take enough chances. In 
four full seasons as a Bronco, he 
only grabbed a total of 11 intercep-
tions.
With the right coaching, Wilson 
has all the physical tools to succeed 
in the NFL, and should excel in the 
Jets system.
Wilson, along with newly ac-
quired defensive back Antonio Cro-
martie, will give the Jets the freedom 
to blitz at-will while not having to 
worry about getting burned by man 
coverage, giving them the ability to 
cause even more havoc on defense.
TIM PETROPOULOS
BEARCAT PROWLER




For the fi rst time in Baruch his-
tory, the baseball team has clinched 
back-to-back playoff  berths, be-
coming offi  cial when they beat 
Lehman last Sunday, 16-7, in the 
Bronx.
Th e win was the Bearcats’ sec-
ond in their three-game weekend 
series against the Lightning, bring-
ing their record to 11-15 and 5-4 
in the CUNY Athletic Conference. 
Baruch now has a full game lead 
over CCNY, 4-5, for second place 
and three games behind CSI, 8-1, 
for fi rst.
“It feels pretty good [to clinch 
a playoff  spot], but we still have a 
chance for fi rst place,” said junior 
Jason Valentin. “Right now we are 
in second place but the goal is to 
clinch fi rst so we have every home 
game in the playoff s like we did last 
year.”
On Saturday, Baruch lost the 
opening game of a doubleheader 
against the Lightning, 9-2. With 
the Bearcats up 2-1 in the top of 
the fourth, the usually soft-hitting 
Lightning went on a thunder-
ous run, scoring fi ve runs on the 
strength of two Baruch errors. 
Overall, junior Kellin Bliss gave up 
nine runs, seven earned, on eight 
hits while walking four in seven in-
nings.
“Th ey could hit way better than 
what we thought,” said senior and 
captain David Chestnut. “It was 
shocking.”
However, Baruch rebounded 
quickly.
“We had a meeting at the end of 
the fi rst game,” said Valentin. “We 
knew we had to beat them to clinch 
a playoff  spot.”
Th e Bearcats got out to a fast 
start, getting an 8-0 lead including 
a six-run second inning, going into 
the top of the fourth, but Lehman 
struck back.
Th e Lightning scored 11 runs 
combined in the fourth through 
eighth innings, including seven 
runs in the seventh, to take an 11-
10 lead.
Facing their second straight loss 
against the bottom dwellers of the 
CUNYAC, junior Richard Melendez 
came up with the bases loaded and 
delivered a walk-off , two-run single 
to give the Bearcats the split, 12-11. 
“Th ey tied it, we came back; 
they took the lead, we came back; 
they even took the lead again in the 
eighth [inning] and we came back 
in the eight and won it,” said Val-
entin. “Th at just shows this team’s 
heart, we never give up.” 
Baruch took that momentum 
into the next day in the rubber game 
of the series. With a playoff  spot on 
the line, starting pitcher Chestnut 
delivered a complete game victory, 
recording seven strikeouts.
“I felt good,” said Chestnut, who 
also had two RBIs in the game. “I 
felt like I could go the nine, and I 
did. Th e fact [is] that the bats gave 
me a lot of support.”
Th e bats went wild, smashing 
19 hits and 16 runs, in the victory 
including a 5-for-6 performance 
by Melendez, a day after his game-
winning hit.
“Th e bats are really starting to 
click right now,” said Valentin. “Ev-
eryone is seeing the ball really, re-
ally well […] one through nine are 
all producing.”
Baruch has only one CUNYAC 
series left before they head into the 
playoff s, a three-game set against 
CSI that could propel the Bearcats 
into fi rst place with a sweep.  
“We are starting to gel right now, 
we are heading full steam ahead 
into the playoff s,” said Chestnut. 
“We haven’t reached our peak yet. 
We are shooting straight up head-
ing into the playoff s and I feel like 
that is better for us, because we are 
a team that needs that momentum 
and that push.”
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The Bearcats took two of three games from Lehamn last week to clinch a playoff  berth for the second year in a row.
Jets and Giants first round review
Last season, the Jets and Giants both  
made radical leaps. While the Jets turned 
a lost season into and AFC Championship 
game season, the Giants folded under mul-
tiple injuries and failed to secure a playoff  
berth. Now, with both teams looking to 
improve in diff erent ways, here is a look at 
what they did on the fi rst day of the draft.
Pick: Jason Pierre-Paul, DE, 
South Florida, 15th overall.
If you were to tell any Giants 
fan two years ago that defensive 
end would be a needed position by 
the 2010 draft, they would call you 
crazy.
But an Osi Umenyiora injury, 
Antonio Pierce release and Mathias 
Kiwanuka position change later, the 
Giants were in deperate need for a 
defensive end to line up opposite of 
Justin Tuck and may have found the 
answer in the fi rst round this year.
Instead of going with the less 
physically gifted but more NFL 
ready DE in Georgia Tech’s 
Derrick Morgan, the Gi-
ants choose to draft the 
higher ceiling player -- Ja-
son Pierre-Paul of South 
Florida. 
What makes him spe-
cial is obvious, he is as 
giagantic at 6’5”, weighs in 
at a lean 270 lbs and ran 
a 4.78 40-yard dash at the 
combine. On top of that, he is ath-
letic enough to do 15 backhand 
springs in a row, although it has 
almost nothing to do with sack-
ing the quaterback, it is impressive 
nonetheless. He certainly has all the 
physical tools to be a star.
Th e downside to his game is in-
experience. Pierre-Paul didn’t play 
a game of football until his junior 
year of high school and only has 
one full season of college ball under 
his belt.
He is also rough around the edg-
es when it comes to fundamentals, 
with many scouts pointing out that 
he doesn’t get low enough in his 
stance.
Pierre-Paul is a work in progress 
but has the the potenial to be a star. 
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For the fi rst time the baseball team will be in the playoff s for the second straight season, securing a post-season berth with two wins last weekend.     PAGE 23
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